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FIRST DAY. 

Gospel of St. Luke — Chap, ii., 51, 52. 

Let your thoughts now dwell on the earlier 
stages of the life of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ: those years preceding the three years of 
His mission life described by the four Evangelists, 
that time of active life which he passed silently in 
the habitation of Joseph and Mary, leading the 
ordinary life of a poor man, a life of most ordinary 
duties. Apparently there was no startling incident 
to bring out those human powers which He was, 
even as a man, so conscious of possessing ; powers 
which, in the vigor of youth, are so dearly prized, 
and for the exercise of which opportunities are so 
eagerly coveted. 

All such occasions were denied to this man. 
Life, which offers so much to youth, offered to Him 
the same attractions. The same love and zeal and 
ardour for action glowed in His bosom as in that of 
men of His age, only in a far higher degree ; for 
the love was the love of mankind, the zeal and 
ardour were to release man from slavery and to 
proclaim him free. 

This Man, as man, was then by surrounding 
circumstances coerced into submission, into apparent 
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inaction. He saw evil, He saw oppression, He saw 
wrong ; but though He felt it all, felt the burning 
words of Truth, Justice, and Judgment, what was 
He that He should speak as man; and as God’s 
Messenger, He had not as yet received the word to 
go forth. 

The human spirit, during those years, was slowly 
maturing in the light of the Spirit of God, that 
human spirit, will, and soul, taken by the Son and 
Spirit of God, was undergoing the training to 
perfect it for its work, to perfect it in suffering, to 
purge out of it all earthly will, to subdue all selfish 
desire, to make it a perfect instrument, to work out 
the will and design of God the Father, through God 
the Son, with God the Holy Spirit. The flesh was 
human, but pure from hereditary taint. Mary was 
pure as a woman, and pure by descent. This Man 
came of a pure race, lowly in station, untainted by 
any stain of gross hereditary sin, but still human 
flesh, human in its weakness, human in its capacity 
for suffering, for feeling, and for enjoying — truly a 
man 

With this human body there was a human soul, 
which required training, educating, and disciplining, 
to fit it for the work it was to do, to teach it to 
submit the earthly will to the Spirit of God, the 
earthly desires to the glory and will of God. 

Such a life’s training and disciplining was needed 
for one bom as He was, and with whom was truly 
the Spirit of God both within and around ; and what 
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was the result of this season of trial, the long 
period of discipline? Most perfect obedience and 
most perfect fitness to the Father’s will, a power of 
subduing the earthly ; truly a resurrection inwardly, 
a perfect death to life in the flesh, and an entrance 
into a life eternal in the flesh. 

The Spirit of God did not descend on His earthly 
form, by visible presence, until that earthly habita- 
tion was fitted by the training to receive upon it 
the visible form of the Spirit of God, which has 
never come on human man, in that form, before or 
since, for in no human being has the Spirit truly 
conquered flesh while earthly life lasted. 

Consider now, if the God, when clothed in flesh, 
required time and mighty exercise to subdue daily 
the works of the flesh in His own person, so as to 
fit that body to be a perfect instrument to His 
Spirit as God, what do you require, and what must 
be your combat to subdue the flesh ? Strive earnestly 
— seek diligently — meditate deeply — pray ceaselessly. 

Be thankful that the Spirit of God has led the 
portion of the Church of Christ you love to set 
aside this portion of time for these Lent Services. 
Let this season be to you a special time for earnest 
endeavour to subdue the earthly will and flesh ; seek 
for help from Him who spent all His life on earth 
in this work, and as truly as you ask in faith help 
will be given. May the blessing of God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost rest on us all, 
in peace, and unity, and love. — Amen. 

b 2 
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SECOND DAY. 

Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians — Chap, ii., 8. 

This subject is one of the deepest interest to all 
who think. The sacrifice which Christ the Saviour 
made, when He took upon Him the form of a man, 
and was bom of a woman, thereby showing unto all 
men the wondrous love, the wondrous humility of 
that King ; who being the Son of God, the King 
mighty to save, yet took upon Him the form of man, 
was made in the likeness of man, and left His king- 
dom to dwell among men. To redeem those sinful 
men who were under the law, and by His precious 
blood-shedding, to make them heirs of God, and 
children of the kingdom. 

This wonderful love, and most wonderful sacrifice, 
is what few men let their minds dwell enough upon. 
The God-made Man left His glorious home, where 
He ruled supreme, — where angels and archangels 
were subject to His power. 

This Supreme Being came and was subject to 
man, took upon Himself all the infirmities human 
flesh suffers from, and lived, while on earth, as a 
lowly person. Mark this well, lay it to heart all 
ye who read ; this wondrous sacrifice was made for 
you. 
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Was ever love like unto this love, which made the 
great Lord and Master leave his throne on high,, 
and for the sake of the children on earth, who were 
steeped in misery and sin, come and dwell among 
them, to save them from utter ruin, by the sacrifice 
of Himself ? 

He, the Son of God, who was God, suffered Him- 
self to be crucified, to die on the Cross, and for 
what ? For the sake of the human race, that by 
His wondrous sacrifice they might be heirs of salva- 
tion. 

This is a mystery none can fathom. That Christ 
the Saviour, the Anointed, the King, should descend 
on earth, and as a man, yet as God dwell with man- 
kind ; teaching them by His holy example, pointing 
out to them the home above, showing them a light 
in the darkness. For when our great Master and 
Saviour dwelt among men, the spiritual darkness 
was great and widespread. Men looked hither and 
thither for a light, and found none. They sought 
first one teacher of philosophy, then another, in 
hopes of finding some solution to their difficulties, 
some light in their darkness. 

The corruption, all around, was fearful : and it 
was among men, lost as it were to all spiritual light, 
that Christ our King appeared. 

He saw the misery of man, that it was great, and 
He offered Himself as the sacrifice through which 
those human brethren should be freed. He came a 
bright shining light, into the midst of men lost in 
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sin and wretchedness, to direct their attention to 
higher things, to breathe life in man who was so 
dead. 

Oh ! think of the wondrous love which prompted 
the God Man to leave the home, the glorious home 
of life and light, and to sojourn among a race of 
beings so sunk in sin ; think what the misery must 
have been to that spirit, so pure, and so holy. 

Yet it was for our sake, for the sake of all, that 
this sacrifice was made. 

Think of this, of this love, and be thankful 
wherever your lot in life, whoever you be, who read 
this. And thank the Lord for his exceeding good- 
ness unto men, and ascribe unto him all honour, all 
praise, all glory, now and for ever. — Amen. 
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THIRD DAY. 

Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews — Chap, ii., 14— 18, 

Jesus the Saviour, in coming to redeem man from 
death, took not upon Him the nature of angels, but 
the true nature of man himself ; as man is partaker 
of flesh and blood, the Man who came to save 
them from the chains of flesh and blood, took the 
very flesh which was so bound, to set it free from 
its bondage in His own person. 

He might have conquered flesh by the power of 
the Great Spirit, and bound the Evil One. But 
such was not His course ; such was not the wisdom 
of God in Christ. He came to redeem, not destroy. 
He came to restore, not obliterate. He came to 
re-assert the good, or God in man — to breathe 
again the purifying breath of renewed life into the 
one to whom He became a Brother ; a Brother in 
the life, in flesh, in the soul, in the spirit. 

To do this, the Son of God must take upon 
Himself simple humanity as it was, encompassed 
with human weaknesses, temptations, trials, sorrows, 
and in a position of life, in this fleshly state, that 
would bring out, into strong relief, all that was 
most trying, most hard to bear, in the life of man. 

Such was the life of Christ as man. The Man 
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subject to the infirmities and sorrows of life in its 
hardest form. But this was not so great a trial to 
the flesh, the fleshly habitation and human soul of 
the Man, Jesus Christ. 

Think of the Spirit, so clear-sighted, a Spirit 
whose power of mental penetration was perfect for 
humanity; a perfection beyond what has been 
attained by any, since the days when man talked 
with God Himself. And think of what the Saviour 
must have suffered as man, in the lowly position of 
His human life, seeing evils he could not help, 
grievances He could not mitigate, woes He could 
not cure, and sorrows He could not relieve. This, 
because His position was so low, His social position 
so small. He was perfect man, perfect in tenderness, 
in compassion, in strict love of justice and truth ; 
and powerless to redress wrong, powerless to 
compel right. 

Was this not a trial, a temptation, to one who 
saw further and felt deeper the woes and evils of 
sin than any human man had ever done ? Though 
God in spirit, He was man in flesh ; a poor and 
unimportant man. The Spirit of God had not 
changed this ; and this feeling, one above all so 
oppressive to the noble, the tender-hearted, the 
generous, the good, that helplessness in the face of 
wrong was one of the temptations with which the 
human soul and human spirit of Jesus Christ the 
Man was so sorely tempted. 

His very love of others, His forgetfulness of self, 
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made this temptation the greater. Even when His 
mission was begun, and He went forth as the Man 
upon whose head the Spirit of God had descended 
in visible form ; yet, even then, He felt the bitter- 
ness of human wrong, when He upbraided, in 
wrath and sorrow, the Pharisees and lawyers, who 
would not go in the right way and who hindered 
those who would have entered the paths of life. 

Think, then, of this temptation, meditate upon 
this sorrow, this grief, on this subject, for it will be 
again reverted to, on the occasion of those appar- 
ently, visible temptations, when the evil spirit, not 
aware of the Spirit of God in this Human Being, 
tried his mighty powers in vain to tempt one Man. 

Jesus, our Brother, was tempted in all the ways 
that human life can receive temptation. He was 
tempted, as you are, that He might, from personal 
feeling and experience, help all who in the flesh are 
chained to the life of self, and free them from the 
bondage of that flesh, which has so completely given 
itself up to the dark life of sin and misery. To 
burst those chains — to open that prison-house — 
to overcome death in the flesh, and open the way 
to everlasting life ! Such was His mission. 

But without those temptations as man, man could 
never have looked for help to one who knew not 
what those temptations were ; man could not have 
realised a Saviour from this bondage, in one who 
knew not what the bondage was, and he could neither 
have looked for a helper, or even cared for help. 
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During the season appointed for deeper and 
closer meditation on the Saviour’s life, as a life of 
temptation, consider this point — that He was in all 
things tempted, like as you are. Keep this before 
your eyes and your hearts. Lose not sight of it in 
your prayers and life. Recollect that He is ever 
near you, and in all trials is ready and willing to 
help ; as ready as when He walked on earth a poor 
Man among the poor and needy. 

Now to the Father, Son, and to the Holy Ghost ; 
give continual thanks and praise for the wondrous 
love of God the Father, in His Son, and through 
His Spirit. — Amen. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

The Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews — Chap, ii., 10. 

Made perfect through suffering. 

Who was made perfect through suffering, and of 
whom does the writer speak ? Of some sinner, one 
who had long led a life of self-seeking complacency, 
of satisfied sin, who having at last seen the evil 
of such a life, sought to amend and be purged from 
sin by suffering? One who you might say was 
brought to the right use of his mind and spirit by 
the suffering his life had entailed upon him ? No, 
not such an one, not even of a man who had striven 
earnestly and fought bravely, was this said ; but of 
One sinless. Sin never had, for one moment, 
dominion over the Human Being of whom these 
words were used. He was in all things like unto His 
brethren, yet without sin. Pure in heart, pure in 
life ; why then this fieiy purifying, this suffering, 
for what end, for what cause ? Why should the 
sinless suffer for perfection, if the man were perfect 
without the suffering ? You all readily acknowledge, 
each of you, why you should individually suffer, tfhy 
you should undergo the purifying fire which in its 
purifying actions must cause excruciating pain. But 
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for what reason did the man Jesus Christ suffer, if 
the necessity of such suffering existed not ? 

My brethren because that very suffering, suffer- 
ing to all so needful, was sanctified, and so made, 
not a devouring fire of wrath, but a fire of over- 
whelming love ; even as the baptism that Jesus 
Christ, as man, received at the hands of a man, to 
fulfil all righteousness, even so He received those 
sufferings in His very body to fulfil all righteousness 
in this fiery baptism. 

As the baptism by John united His human body, 
in this very act, with all human bodies baptised in 
His name, so those very sufferings perfecting the 
instrument of His flesh, soul, and will, in this 
very body, redeemed suffering from a curse to # His 
brethren, and blessed it as a purifying, perfecting 
fire of God's pervading love. He went through that 
fire as He went through the fire with the three 
children, in the burning fiery furnace : then, material 
fire scathed not the spiritual presence ; but for you, 
for me, for all did the Saviour, the Brother, the 
Redeemer, bear the purifying fire of suffering in 
His own flesh, through every circumstance of His 
earthly life, from the manger at Bethlehem to the 
rocky tomb. Tea, His human body, the emblem 
of all humanity, was truly perfected through suffer- 
ing. Oh ! pray, and that ceaselessly, that the suffer- 
ings given to each and to all, may prepare your 
souls, spirits, and bodies for that perfection which 
has been pointed out as the aim and life for the 
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brothers and followers of our Lord and Saviour. 
Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father in 
Heaven is perfect ; and the sufferings which in puri- 
fying burn away the love of self, the love of flesh, 
the love of earth, though the spirit suffer and the 
flesh recoil, will be welcome to you, sanctified by 
the sufferings of Christ the Lord, the heavenly 
Brother. — Amen. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews — Chap, ii., 17. 

He was in all things like unto His brethren. 

Think of the real meaning of these words ; think 
how often such words have been by you and by all 
read in careless repetition, try to realise for one 
moment the true form and meaning of those words. 
Who was He to whom this word referred ? Not the 
human being, but the Son of God, the Essence and 
Spirit of God. He it was who undertook this won- 
drous work, a work designed long before the 
beginning of time. He saw fit to take the form of 
fallen man ; to be in all things like them, nothing 
differing ; to be called by them Brother, to call them 
brethren ; bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh, to 
take place with them as the humblest and poorest, 
liable to all human suffering, subject to all human 
sorrow. 

This may not appear, at first sight to man, so 
wondrous ; man even knowing the misery incidental 
to his fleshly and human condition, yet knows 
little or nothing of the state beyond, little or nothing 
of the state peculiar to spirit life, the state of 
existence from which this Spirit took flesh. 

Though the Saviour, Jesus Christ, was in all 
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things like to those He took as brethren, like to 
them He came to redeem ; the flesh, subject to all 
their conditions, though more exquisitely alive to 
all the agonies and miseries of all those in the flesh ; 
yet that human soul and spirit, by reason of its con- 
nection and subjection to the Divine Spirit, entered 
into the spiritual life, and longed, like the captive 
chained in face of his home, to get free ; like a bird 
tied down to earth in the full glory of the sunshine, 
to rise into its rays. The human soul and spirit 
were quickened and enlivened, the mental vision 
opened and cleared, and the spirit felt keenly the 
loss of its own nourishment, atmosphere and sym- 
pathy during the season of its bondage. He had 
come to the spirits who were akin to His Spirit, to 
the bodies who were brethren to His body; but 
they knew Him not, understood Him not, valued not 
the Brother, who had left more than they could con- 
ceive or imagine, to redeem and restore them from 
the bondage of sin, to make them heirs and sons, 
sons of God, joint heirs with Christ. 

Before entering on the visible forms of temptation 
presented to this Holy Man, as man though the 
Son of God, meditate much this season upon the 
trials and temptations, the griefs and sorrows of the 
Brother of man, the Son of God, strive to realise to 
your minds, to feel in your hearts, what were those 
temptations and those trials ; but in that meditation 
strive and seek to be made like untq your Brother, 
like to Him who is a faithful High Priest, ever 
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ready to make reconciliation with God for you, who 
stands at God’s right hand interceding for those 
brethren whose likeness He wore in all things ; and 
may this season bring to you and to all the blessing 
of the Father, of the Son our Brother, and the Holy 
Ghost our Comforter, now and ever. 
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SIXTH DAY. 

The Gospel of St, Luke — Chap, iii., 21 — 20. 

This baptism before the many, of One who 
needed no baptism, was the sign of obedience, 
which was followed by the public manifestation of 
the Spirit of God in visible form to those assem- 
bled. 

This was the commencement of the mission life 
in the public capacity of Messenger and Teacher. 
One who came at once to redeem and restore— to 
open the door for eternal life, and to teach men 
how to go into the door ; to break chains, and to show 
a way of escape from bondage ; to let the captive 
free, and to show the freed man, that he was not 
only freed, but a Son. 

This was the mission — this the work. And this 
Man, pure and holy, received a sign, a command, 
before He commenced the path of His mission. 

John had been forewarned, and when he saw the 
visible form descend on this Man, he knew that 
this was truly the Chosen, the Anointed, the Christ, 
the ^Saviour, the long-expected Messiah ; though 
different to what he had imagined, quite other than 
what he looked for. But John acknowledged the 

c 
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Lord and begged to be baptised of Him. a I bay© 
need,” said the prophet, “ to be baptised of Thee, 
and comest Thou to me ? ” “ Suffer it to be so 

now,” said this, till now, unacknowledged One, “ it 
is needed to fulfil all righteousness.” 

It was needed, that in His person as man, all 
should be fulfilled, that, even at the moment of this 
singular manifestation, He should fulfil all right- 
eousness. 

Every act which His followers were called upon 
to fulfil had been sanctified in the flesh of thei^ 
Master and Brother. 

So did this baptism by water, and this baptism 
by the Spirit, at once unite Him to the human 
brotherhood, and raise Him beyond all human and 
spiritual beings. 

Here was Humanity baptised by man, and united 
with a Divine Spirit by the visible manifestation 
and audible acknowledgment of the Divine rela- 
tionship. 

Most wondrous spectacle for angels ! Blind and 
dull men understand not the wonder of that sight 
to the spiritual eye. The human form acknow- 
ledged in the relationship to God the Father, 
by God the Spirit, God through the Son. 

Think what that acknowledgment, that manifes- 
tation, truly is ; the relationship of God the Father 
with man the Son, not in one human body, but. for 
all human bodies, for all the brethren in whose 
likeness God the Son lived. All who wear that 
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form— all who are baptised by that Spirit — a 
Trinity in creation. 

God the Father ! God the Spirit ! And God 
the Man ! 

Oh, wonder! and men think nothing of this 
wondrous gift — this gift of God-like union and 
baptism. 

Think of this position, think of man, in the sight 
of angels and spirits, united to God the Father and 
the Son, by the Spirit, and then think how little he 
values this wondrous gift, or understands this 
matchless position. 

Oh, seek to realise and understand this, to 
discover, for your own heart and spirit, this won- 
drous truth — your own wonderful relationship. And 
having striven and prayed aright for help, seek, 
above all things, to purify body, soul, and spirit, so 
as to be fitted for the nearer intercourse of this 
wonderful relationship in the life now, and when 
perfect life is given after you have passed through 
the gate of death. 

And now, may the blessing of our Father, our 
Brother, our Saviour, and Holy Spirit and Teacher, 
rest upon all. Now and ever. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 



The Gospel of St. Mark — Chap, i., 12 — 18. 

The Man, the Son of God, received from God the 
Father a wondrous acknowledgment of His relation 
to Him. He, by a voice, acknowledged Him Son ; 
and the Spirit of God, in visible form, descended on 
One, who, till that moment, had been regarded 
merely as a most humble and lowly man. 

"When this manifestation was made, the Saviour’s 
mission, His open mission, commenced. He was 
then the One sent, the Messenger of God, to the 
creature man. 

What was the first action of this new phase of 
life ? What were its first trials, its first teachings ? 
“The Spirit of God,” saith the inspired writer, 
“ drove, or led Him, into the wilderness.” 

He was led apart from man, and was left for a 
time alone : alone, to combat with the new tempta- 
tion, the visible form of evil incarnate, in the person 
of the Evil One, who took such form as was to his 
guileful spirit most specious and most seductive, to 
One who just before received such wonderful mani- 
festation of spiritual power. 

Before commencing the consideration of the 
various temptations presented by the Evil Spirit to 
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One lie saw was, though in the form of man, yet 
imbued in no common degree with the Spirit of 
God. Let us for a moment dwell on the position of 
our Saviour as man, alone among wild beasts, 
without even the necessary means of preserving life. 
He was without food — He was alone. To say that 
He, being God as well as man, this position did 
not affect Him, as it ^rould you, is absurd, for 
the Saviour was very man and felt all human evil. 

To say of a man that it is no evil for him to be 
forty days without means of sustenance, forty days 
alone in a desert place, is surely to state an untruth. 
Accompanied by these circumstances, there seems to 
have been the dread of wild animals, and we know 
also that there were for this Man as man, worse 
evils than that of hunger, or wild beasts. 

He was there, to submit to a combat with the 
spirits of darkness as well as with the incarnation 
of the Evil One; for as the angels appeared on 
various occasions in visible forms, near their Lord 
and Master, when He dwelt on earth, so did the 
evil ones take visible forms to assail this man, 
whose pure life and spirit, they began to dread. 

He was alone there, to combat with human 
misery and spiritual evil. 

The want of common food weakens the human 
frame, unfits it for strong resolution and determined 
resistance; and in this state did our Saviour as 
man, meet with, and repel, the temptatioqs, not of a 
man, but of an evil spirit. 
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Doubtless the Spirit of God was upon Him, and 
the power of God was with Him. 

Man, as man, could not then, or ever, have 
repelled the attacks of this Father of Lies. Man, as 
man, is perfectly unable to conquer in such an 
unequal combat. Even then the Son of Man must 
have failed, had not the human will, spirit, and 
flesh, been brought into perfect submission and 
unison with the Spirit of God. 

It was not man who then conquered, it was the 
mighty Spirit of God. 

And so it is now my brethren, man can no more 
conquer the Evil One now, than then ; but man has 
now, as then, how much more than then, a help 
mighty to save. 

The Spirit of God who was then more than 
conqueror over the Evil One, is ever near, and man 
has now the help and aid, the example and inter- 
cession of the One who took his flesh, and in that 
flesh overcame the wiles of the Evil One — overcame 
death — and opened in His own body, for his 
brethren, a door to eternal life. 

For this reason, for the sake of His human 
brethren, did the Saviour, as man, combat alone in 
the wilderness, with the evils of humanity, and the 
evils of the Spirit. He was there alone as man, but 
the Man was not alone for God was with Him, and 
the Man in God’s strength had the victory. So it 
will be now when man goes alone, apart from all his 
earthly supports, earthly wisdom, and selfish desires, 
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when he trusts himself simply in God’s hands to 
God’s strength; he will be more than conqueror, 
through One, who has fought the fight for him, and 
who conquered hell and the grave. 

This is your present combat, daily during your 
earthly life ; enter upon it, each day, with increased 
humility, alone with God, and you will be able to 
resist all evil, through the power, that is the gift from 
God to man, acquired for him by Jesus Christ. 

Now may the Blessing of God the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit the Comforter, 
be with you, and you need not fear. 
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EIGHTH DAY. 

St. Matthew’s Gospel — Chap, iv., 22. 

He was an hungered, having fasted forty days and 
forty nights, then the Devil, the Father of Lies 
came to Him. 

The emissaries or messengers of the Evil One 
had doubtless during those forty solitary days 
assailed and attacked this Man, whose secret power, 
in perfect submission of earthly to heavenly will, 
they were ignorant of, or rather they understood 
not. 

From the first human being who had stood in 
life on the earth until this Man was born, they had 
watched their Master’s power, and rejoiced in the 
discomfiture of man. They had seen none, not one, 
come out of this combat unscathed, unwounded, 
unfallen ; but, by the mercy of God, many in 
sorrow and repentanoe had risen again. Yet 
humanity was still wounded, fallen, defeated, its 
brightness marred ; in earthly life the victory was 
not man’s, the joints of his armour opened and 
admitted the fiery darts of the Wicked One. 

Man had never yet given up his earthly will, self- 
love, and earthly desires so completely, as to be in a 
fitting state to receive the help of the Spirit of God. 
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He Lad never attained dominion over the flesh, 
therefore he could not obtain victory over another. 

To those spirits what was this One ? What was 
this Man over other men ? 

Truly, He had resisted long — longer than all. 
His fleshly desires had never been allowed to open 
the door to those evil ones; but the time would 
surely come for him, as surely as for other men, 
when in this warfare humanity would again be 
worsted, again proved unequal in the combat 
between light and darkness. 

And this was the warfare which was watched by 
the whole spiritual universe ! 

Now was the moment for a decided conflict : the 
Evil One girded on his strength, and prepared to 
attack this Man, who, both in flesh and spirit, had 
so successfully resisted all temptations of flesh and 
self. 

He was now alone: who would know whether 
the resistance was carried out or not ? — the world 
would be none the wiser. A wonderful manifesta- 
tion had been given to Him ; men would remember 
this, but would be in ignorance of the lonely life in 
the wilderness. Already they attached great im- 
portance to this solitary period, and, happen what 
would, He would still come out of it a prophet and 
a Great One to them. 

Why not give ear to those who sought to do him 
no material harm ? Who merely came to relieve 
the solitude of that lonely watch ? 
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Those spirits were defeated. This Man, though, 
alone in this desert place, weary with watching, 
with anxiety, with fatigue, listened not to those 
evil spirits and heard them not. They were foiled 
and defeated by weakened humanity. Who was 
this Man ? 

Kings and counsellors, with the priests of God by 
their side, had listened and suffered. Priests 
sanctified and anointed had given ear to their 
suggestions in the Temple and at the Altar of God ; 
and yet this Man remained unvanquished, this 
poor lonely Man was mightier than they, and He 
was to be proved mightier. Yea, even in Him, 
humanity would conquer sin, conquer evil, conquer 
the Spirit of Evil, the Devil, and Satan, and for 
whom ? For you, for me, for every man, woman, 
and child was the evil conquered. Why fear ? Why 
despond ? The battle is no more yours, it was won 
in human form by Jesus, the Son of God. Oh, be 
thankful ! Strive in very thankfulness to overcome 
the flesh, the self, the sin, which rises up and 
makes a wall of separation between you and your 
Saviour ; which prevents your human body receiving 
in its submission and obedience — that victory gained 
by the Man Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, the 
Son of God, 
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NINTH DAY. 

Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, ii., 1 — 3. 

When the Tempter came, he said, “ If Thou be 
the Son of God ?” The Evil One, the Father of Lies, 
the spirit called Satan, then addressed himself to 
tempt and overthrow the Man in the wilderness; 
he assumed what to ordinary human nature was a 
temptation in itself. “ If Thou art the Son of God ?” 
Whether Satan doubted that man, as man, could not 
have held out against his power, or whether he 
hoped in this way to draw, by self-confident assump- 
tion, into sin, signified little; but this very opening 
address was a most seductive temptation. 

Why should he suppose that this man was the 
Son of God ? Why ? Had He in His appearance 
the mark or stamp of divinity, or had His life and 
previous conduct marked Him as One superior to 
man, as a being, beyond human beings ? Truly a 
suggestion! A very devilish commencement! 
Were this Man, a Man without help, He must have 
fallen ; His self-love was under these circumstances 
tried to its uttermost point. Weak in body, 
hungry and lonely, depressed as a man, — and yet 
this arch-fiend said “ If thou art the Son of God ?” 
What was there to arouse such a supposition? 
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What was there in this wearied Man to excite such 
a thought ? Truly, He as Man knew, He had, like 
Moses, passed forty days alone in spiritual combat, 
and had not failed ; had he been mere man unsub- 
dued in flesh and spirit, He would have taken this 
specious bait, and believed in the self-love of His 
fleshly nature, that He was more than man ; but the 
Saviour, perfect Man, knew well, that man alone is 
powerless, and that all help, all power, all strength, 
cometh alone from God by His Spirit to man. 

This dart, this fiery dart, found no opening in the 
armour of God, it fell harmless, the Man was saved, 
the God acknowledged. Satan again foiled, again 
defeated. 

So my brethren must it be with you when alone 
in the wilderness of circumstances. Alone in the 
desert of your own hearts, where you may and can 
thank God, during a time of temptation and trial 
with the spirits of evil, and wild beasts of the flesh, 
be on your guard ; — fear, for in such a moment will 
come the Evil One, the Father of Lies tempting you, 
not in those words, but in very similar ones. He 
will tempt poor human nature to be satisfied, to con- 
sider that in its weak self it is mighty ; he will veil 
the Divine humanity and endeavour to make you rest 
satisfied with your own efforts, calling them your 
own ; in this way persuading you that you are sons, 
but not of God, sons of your own self-will, your own 
created gods. 

The nearer your spirit has been drawn to the 
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Spirit of God, the harder will be your conflict, the 
more determined will be the Evil One ; but let not 
fears oppress you, for if you keep dose to the 
Saviour you are safe, — if you but recollect that the 
combat is not yours. You are safe if, in humility 
and lowly submission, you say “ Not me but Thee 
my Saviour. He is at hand and will hear your cry 
and will help you speedily. He is ever ready and 
ever willing. He calleth His sheep by name, and 
they follow Him, none are able to take those sheep 
out of His Hand. The Evil One may assault, may 
lay snares for the brethren of Christ but they are 
safe, for He has won for them a victory. A victory 
over all evil, over sin, and the Devil. This victory is 
brought to all our minds at this season ; think of it, 
meditate deeply on what it cost. It was no easy 
victory, it was won by a Man, and won not for Him- 
self but for all humanity, and to this Man, the 
Saviour, the Redeemer, the King be eternal praise 
now and ever. — Amen. 



Digitized by Google 




30 



TENTH DAY. 

Gospel of St, Matthew — Chap, iv., 8. 

Command that these stones be made bread. 

The tempter began by the insidious sentence, “ If 
thou be the Son of God, command that those stones 
be made bread.” So artful, so specious was the 
beginning — as artful and subtle was the conclusion. 
If He were the Son of the All Powerful Creator why 
not use His creative power to satisfy the natural 
necessity of man ; why not show forth a power He 
possessed as God, a power possessed alone by God. 
Why not in this way at once prove His superiority over 
the Evil One ; why not come off both victor in the 
combat, and satisfied in His human form ; why not 
command,” says the Wicked One, u and those stones 
shall be made bread ?” And to our blinded sight, 
why not ? The tempting was not for evil purposes, 
nor, as far as the extent of human vision goes, was 
it contrary to the laws of God. Jesus, on earth, did 
exercise this creative power when he changed the 
water into wine, apparently to gratify merely the 
desire of those at that marriage feast. Here it was 
for the preservation of His human life ; why then 
was it a temptation ? Listen to the words replied : 
“ It is written man shall not live by bread only, but 
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by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” This Evil One addressed the Saviour as man, 
as man He answered, though with God’s assistance 
was this temptation overcome, as man for man : 
poor weak humanity, in God’s strength, overcame the 
most urgent necessity of nature, hunger, and in that 
strength resisted 'the Evil One. 

The creative power of God the Man Jesus knew 
belonged alone to God ; and in this temptation for 
man he bore as man, truly man, those pangs of 
hunger, so bitter and hard to bear, for the sad 
brethren in the flesh. No human being, however 
poor, however distressed, can ever say, “ My Saviour 
knows not what I suffer.” He was in all things like 
unto N His brethren. He suffered with and for them, 
in bodily hunger, in spiritual agony, very man! 
truly as God. He could out of stones make bread, 
and truly out of untoward elements has He fed His 
people. But the man, as man, possessed not the 
creative power ; and the Spirit of God, the Word out 
of God’s mouth had not commanded. He as man 
truly was living on every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God. He was a guide, an example, 
a light to His brethren ; in this very act a help to 
the hungry and weary children of humanity. If God 
their Saviour see fit, He will bring bread out of 
stones, as the God and Father brought water out of 
the stony rock ; but if this is hot his wise intention, 
truly he will support His suffering ones, as the 
human body of the Man Jesus was supported on the 
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Words from the mouth of God— which are the life 
of man. 

Let this thought dwell with you in all troubles ; 
this word from the mouth of the Man Jesus, “ Man 
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Ye that have 
bread and to spare, ye can no more live on that alone 
than it seemeth possible to you to live without it. 
The Man and Brother Jesus Christ, lived for forty 
days without bread, supported by the Word, or Life 
of God. Ye sad ones to whom bread is hard to 
gain, even the daily bread, believe in those words 
and verily ye shall be fed ; think ye that He who 
came from Heaven to earth to suffer hunger, thirst, 
and weariness in his human body will not help you 
in your human bodies to suffer with Him, that ye 
may enter into His glory. And may His blessings 
rest on all who seek it, who desire those Words from 
the mouth of God which are Life. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 



Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, iv., 8. 

The words for consideration are these : “ The 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them.” 
Those kingdoms which the Evil One showed to 
the Man Jesus Christ, to the Redeemer of mankind, 
as his belonging, as his possession, were the glory 
and the pride of life ; they were the glory of man 
without God in the world ; they were those 
kingdoms of self, which the Man Jesus Christ had 
come to conquer ; they were -those mountains, that 
before the servant of God, were to become plains. 

This Evil One, even in this moment, lied, for the 
world, though dead, belonged not to him, though, 
in its state of death and bondage, those kingdoms 
had allowed themselves to be taken captive of this 
Evil One ; captive through their own lusts ; captive 
by reason of their own fleshly desires. 

Jesus the Man, as man, knew that the Evil One 
lied, but it was the Spirit of God, and God alone 
that rebuked those lies. The kingdom of the 
earth, the earth in its fulness, belongs to God, the 
Father, and the Christ. But still, alas ! there are 
yet kingdoms that acknowledge and serve the Evil 
One ; these kingdoms need not be sought afar. Sadly, 

D 
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oh! sadly near are they to be found: in every 
heart where the love of self reigns, where the desire 
of self-pleasing is dominant — there, and in that 
place, is worship paid to the tempter of Jesus 
Christ. 

Let the flesh be placed in ever so favourable 
circumstances, in the midst of Christian lands, near 
to Christian churches, yet if self-worship is per- 
mitted, Satan-worship is acknowledged. If the 
sacrifice of self is not the first and daily sacrifice in 
each life, the tempter will soon have dominion, and 
his worship will be established. 

Oh ! watch, oh ! pray, that of you may not be 
said, as was said by the Evil One to Christ the 
Saviour, “ See those kingdoms, and their glory, for 
they are mine ; ” in that case he will soon add, 
“ If thou worship me, all shall be thine,” for if 
self-sacrifice begin not in the spirit, Satan-worship 
will not long delay. Oh ! think of this. Think of 
the Saviour’s temptation and resistance for you. 
Think of the constant self-sacrifice in early life, in 
the days of childhood and youth ; and think of those 
visible temptations, overcome and resisted, to redeem 
His children — to make them one with Him, through 
sacrifice, through the sacrifice of self. 

He counted not His own life dear to Him to free 
them from sin to God. 

Let not your fleshly wills, desires, and affections, 
resist this sacrifice. If hard for you, think of the 
Saviour’s sacrifice, and He will help. He will 
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subdue all your enemies, and make the kingdom of 
your heart the kingdom of the Lord and His Christ. 

May his Blessing be on you, His Strength keep 
you, and His Power support you, then need you fear 
no evil, for you are in God’s right hand, and the Evil 
One will not touch you. 

The Redemption is yours. Oh ! hold it fast, but 
strive for the perfecting of it in your own bodies, 
souls, and spirits. 

Resist all evil, resist until the fleshly desires are 
dead in you, and then through this gate of death 
you will enter into eternal life. 

And now to God the Father, be eternal thanks 
and praise. To God the Son, all love. And to God 
the Spirit, all worship, now and ever. — Amen. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, iv., 5 — 6. 

The Tempter failed in two attempts — 

1st. To draw from this Man, either a true or a 
false assertion of His real nature. 2ndly. To induce 
Him to assert His power for material ends, stands 
thwarted, but again returns to the combat. What 
he cannot do in one way, he will do in another. 

The Man Jesus is in spirit guided by this Evil 
One to the pinnacle of the temple ; and there this 
Evil One tries the effect, of what is so great a snare 
to all the human race : the love of man’s applause, 
“ If Thou art truly the One, the Son of God, cast 
thyself down, for it is written, He shall give His 
Angels guard over Thee, lest Thou hurt Thy foot 
upon a stone.” 

This Evil One knew holy words, and misused 
them for unholy purposes. 

Anxiously would this Evil One have seen this 
experiment tried. Though he quoted those words, 
it was with false and cruel design, to One whose 
God-like powers he still doubted. 

This proposal was one which seemed feasible 
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enough. Why should not Jesus Christ perform, 
for the advancement of His Father’s work, some 
wonderful, visible sign, at the commencement of His 
mission, and so draw all men to Him ? If those 
words were true, evidently they were for some pur- 
pose. Was this occasion then not that very purpose ? 
Had not the angels charge over Him to keep Him 
in all His ways ? And would they not be ready to 
support Him in this manifestation of Supernatural 
power ? Why should it be otherwise ? Why should 
the Saviour as Man, not show some sign or wonder 
to arouse men’s dead hearts ? Is it not always well 
and good to awaken the sleeping consciences and 
closed eyes of men, in whatever way this can be 
done ? 

Was the Evil One so far wrong ? Yes, he was 
wrong ? The Man, Jesus Christ, was subject to His 
Father’s will, and God the Father willed not that 
man should be so taught. He willed that man 
from this perfect Man should learn obedience and 
submission. He willed that man should be restored 
from the death of sin, and that life eternal should 
begin in Him. But this life can be begun only in 
perfect obedience to the will of God. No sign, no 
wonder, can awaken this life; it cometh, as the 
wind bloweth, not of observation, for the Kingdom 
of God is within you. For this reason, was the 
suggestion of the Evil One very evil, for it ignored 
the Spirit and life of God, and so was he answered 
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according to his evil — So was he answered according 
to his folly. “ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God, thou shall not tempt or ignore the power of 
the Lord thy God.” 

Even to this Evil One, was He the Lord, was He 
God, and this wicked spirit, ignoring this in the 
Man, presumed to tempt the Spirit of God — pre- 
sumed to ignore what that Spirit was ; but he was 
again defeated by the Man, with the words of God, 
and so he will be by you, my brethren, in every 
combat, if you forget yourselves, and your own 
words, and remember only the Saviour’s combat, and 
the words of God. 

So will it be in every combat until the last great 
combat, when sin will be no more, and each combat 
bravely fought in His strength, with His words, 
brings that combat to a nearer issue, that time nearer 
at hand, when redeemed humanity will rejoioe with 
Him Who has redeemed it, and will reign with 
Him Who has put all things under His feet. And 
now to God the Father, the Son, and most Holy 
Spirit, be eternal praise now and ever. — Amen. 
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THIRTEENTH DAY. 

Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, iv., 8. 

The Saviour’s temptations were not concluded. The 
Evil One had tried in this, his essay, those attacks 
which had proved most successful— the very trial of 
fleshly appetite, which had vanquished the multitudes 
of Israel in the wilderness. He had then tried to 
arouse a desire and a wish in this man, to begin the 
Divine Mission with some startling manifestation, 
outwardly performed in the strength of God, but 
this failed, and then the Evil One betook himself to, 
what is strongest in human nature, the very root, 
and beginning of sin in man — the love of power, 
possession, and dominion. 

Man, as man, loves power, it is the love of self ; 
and even those men, who by the grace of God and the 
help of His Spirit, had been permitted to work for God, 
and to draw near to their Father — one and all had 
desired power, wealth, and dominion ; some from the 
wish to help their brethren ; some for the power to 
diffuse that help ; but one and all in want of faith, 
forgetting that God requires not man’s power, 
requires not man’s wealth ; forgetting that He alone 
is the Giver of power, is the Giver of riches, that if 
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God calls man to do His work, He will furnish both 
means and power to do that work ; and truly, most 
truly, this but opened on the blinded eyes of 
humanity, since the man Jesus in His body of a 
poor humble man, did the most mighty work ever 
done in time, or in the countless ages of eternity. 

He came, poor in spirit, poor in life, to prove in 
this poverty God’s inexhaustible power and riches,: 
to prove to man, that it is not only of bread that 
man lives, to show him that, without material wealth 
or power, all things are his, in the redemption of hisf 
body, soul, and spirit, by the work of Christ : tc 
show to man that the wisdom of man, his greatness- 
his riches, are nothing in the sight of God, but alj 
things are his by his redemption in Christ. i 

The Evil One not satisfied, sought again the Man, 
and found the God with man, the Man Jesus for the 
third time, submitted to the assaults of this evil 
spirit, to gain for His brethren a triple victory, and 
thus was a victory gained for man, by this brother 
and Saviour, over flesh, the world, and the Devil. 

On this occasion, the Evil One arrogated man’s 
worship from this Man. The Spirit of God then 
rose mighty and terrible in the mouth of the 
Saviour, and He bade him begone, and get hence, 
and no more stand before His face, for he had 
blasphemed God the Father, and sought for the 
worship which belonged to Him alone. 

Thus was the Evil One rebuked by the mouth of 
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a man, but by, the words of God the Lord ; and from 
henceforth this Evil One knew that there had 
arisen a Saviour and a Redeemer, not only for the 
spirits of men, but one who would in His own 
body redeem their bodies, redeeming them from the 
curse by bearing the curse of fallen flesh, and 
purifying it, by His stainless life and submissive 
spirit, from all sin. 

We must, however, recollect that our flesh must 
be taught, by self-sacrifice and submission, to be 
like to the Saviour. He has redeemed us, but we 
must go on to perfection, we must keep those 
bodies pure and perfect temples for the Lord — we 
must seek to subdue those fleshly wills, desires, and 
aspirations, or the flesh will again be under the 
dominion, and become a servant, and a * willing 
servant, of the Prince of Darkness, and again 
become captive at his will, and of our own will. 

The Saviour has redeemed us from bondage, but 
we must resist the Evil One, we must resist our- 
selves. He has not chained us as slaves, but called 
us as free men, and as free, we must resist the 
bondage of self, flesh, the world, and Satan, and be- 
come free sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, 
and the Spirit of God in the flesh of the Saviour will 
help our flesh and spirit, now and for ever. — Amen. 
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FOURTEENTH DAY. 



Gospel of St. Luke — Chap, iv., 14. 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee. 

The season of this struggle ended ; and it ended 
victoriously for man ; the evil spirit acknowledged 
in this defeat the Spirit of God in the man Jesus ; 
he saw and felt, that there was one of the human 
race so perfect in submission to God’s will, as to be 
capable of receiving in all its fulness the power of 
the Spirit of God ; that simple, weak humanity had, 
by this power, conquered the flesh, and resisted the 
Evil One. 

This was the beginning of the struggle — a 
struggle which might, and would last for ages, and 
in which the humanity, redeemed by this Man, would 
prevail. The man Jesus, with the Spirit of God 
the Father, would subdue all things unto Himself. 

The Evil One departed ; and Jesus, strong in the 
power of the Spirit, returned into Galilee, and He 
taught in the synagogue, magnified of all, listened 
to, appreciated, wondered at, and sought after; the 
power, the mighty power, drew all to Him. 

Men knew He had spent a time in solitude and 
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fasting, immediately after the visible manifestation 
of the baptism, and they eagerly sought after Him. 
His fame went abroad, and He became, for a season, 
the wonder of the people. 

This was the truth of part of the devil’s sugges- 
tion ; He would have been equally great to man 
had He not resisted the temptation, but the might 
of the Spirit would have lacked — fame He might 
have had, but the power would have failed — and 
then the Man would again have been but poor, 
broken humanity, weak in purpose, and unfit to be 
the instrument of working out the Father’s will. 
Perfect obedience is needed for perfect work ; perfect 
submission for the power of resistance; perfect 
abnegation of self before the power of the Spirit 
can abide within; but all this there was in this 
perfect Man, perfect because of the victory over sell* 
the world, and Satan ; and so it must Jbe with us, 
would we follow the steps of His most holy life, and 
be partakers, and partaking of, His sufferings, 
become fit to enter into His glory. 

Would we have the power of the Spirit, we must 
resist to the uttermost the powers, and the desires 
of the flesh. 

To become God’s children, we must destroy self- 
love ; self-love cannot exist together with the love of 
God. And this was the Saviour’s redemption. He 
redeemed flesh in His own body from the power 
and love of self, the dominion of sin, and the hold 
of Satan. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

St. Matthew — Chap, iv., 11. 

The Devil leaveth Him, and behold angels come 
and minister to Him. 

The man Jesus had stood without flinching the 
greatest attack yet made on man by the Father of 
Lies. He had stood this attack alone, weak and 
hungry, the flesh depressed, and, consequently, the 
spirit of man less fitted, in its own strength, for so 
great a combat. In the most unfavourable circum- 
stances, had humanity prevailed, humanity in God’s 
strength. 

This is the redemption — man’s redemption, in the 
flesh, by God the Son. 

The Evil One left the Saviour, or, as the writer’s 
have it, departed for a season, and after this combat 
this evil spirit, alas ! wiser than the brethren of 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he never afterwards 
failed to acknowledge the God, in the man Jesus 
Christ. 

He failed not, however, to harass and torment 
this Man, through the men in the kingdom of self 
and Satan, he departed merely for a season. 
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Angels then came to minister to the Lord and 
Saviour ; angelic ministers, who had with wonder 
and amaze, watched this combat, which blind, stupid 
man thinks so little of, and often vaguely wonders 
the reason of; those Spirits came to adore their 
Master, to minister to His spiritual comfort, and to 
the weariness of His flesh. 

They came to Him as they come to you, and to 
all who, in God’s strength, have gotten the victory 
— who, in sincerity and lowly humility have received 
God’s help for this Warfare. They come to all, they 
are near to all, and would minister to man’s spirit, 
would he but open his eyes to see, his ear to 
hear, his heart to understand, those messengers of 
God. 

Truly there is no victory ever gained over self, 
the world, or Satan, in which those blessed spirits 
do not rejoice. The Saviour says, u there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth.” And are they not all ministering 
spirits sent forth to minister to them who shall be 
heirs of salvation? And who are those heirs? 
Are you not all heirs? Do those holy messengers not 
minister to your spirits? My brethren, to you, to 
me, to all, do those angels come ; but the ears are 
closed against these spiritual influences, the eyes are 
blinded, and we see them not, yet they are near, 
very near, in their wonderful order. They strive 
continually to do the Saviour-work appointed for 
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them ; and, believing this, join faithfully and daily 
in the prayer of our Church, that as God’s holy 
angels always do His service in Heaven, so they, by 
His appointment, may succour and defend us on 
earth, and may the blessing of the God and Father 
of men and angels be with us now and ever. — 
Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH DAY. 

St. Mark — Chap. vii M 35. 

He cast out many devils, not suffering them to speak, 
because they knew Him. 

Here is the proof that even those sad, unholy 
ones, acknowledged the Spirit of God, in the Man 
Jesus. He cast them out, not suffering them to speak. 
The power was now His, the power over unclean 
and unholy spirits, was now in the human race ; this 
power of man over evil, was redemption, this was 
part of the great work which the Saviour did, a work 
so wondrous, that the angels before the throne of 
God understand not yet its fall import. They wonder, 
and rejoice, they veil their faces in humble adoration 
at such a stupendous work : a work which is 
handled, is criticised by the weak, blind, foolish 
human beings, for whom this work was, and is done. 
They think to understand the Almighty, they 
imagine that they can see the invisible. Oh ! blind. 
Oh ! weak, more blind, more, more senseless than the 
spirits of evil who were cast out and not suffered to 
speak because they knew Him ; they truly knew 
Who it was, and obeyed with trembling, for they 
dared not resist. 
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Think what a boon it must have appeared to them, 
that those evil spirits could be cast out of their 
human bodies. Spirits who, till then, had asserted 
a sovereignty, a power over the human race, who, 
when they took hold and possession of a human 
being, held him bound with a chain, worse than any 
bondage of Egypt. Who held bound not only body, 
but soul, who were tyrants and taskmasters to the 
race of man. And behold, this Man, the One who 
had spent, like their great prophet, forty days, fasting 
alone and apart, behold, He seems in His solitary 
watch, to have acquired the power over bodily 
diseases, and, most wonderful of all, over those 
dreaded spirits, to cast them forth ! 

How astonishing ! How wonderful ! must and 
did this seem, to the multitudes of Judea; and how 
they crowded after and eagerly sought for this Ruler 
in Israel. They sought Him for their own benefit, 
as alas ! so many of us in the present time seek after 
God. Think of how great a proportion there is of 
self-seeking, even among those who worship as 
Christians, and who desire earnestly to be accounted 
worthy. How few really would come to Christ, 
would seek for that redemption, did they not fear 
that without it, something they do not quite under- 
stand, and something they do not certainly love at 
present, they must in the future be miserable. The 
precise nature of the misery they do not define, but 
they are but driven from their ideas of punishment 
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and misery, to a state not very much less distressing 
than those from whom Our Saviour oast out the evil 
spirits, did they but allow the truth. 

They come to be healed for a future, but have no 
love for the Healer. They desire to be saved from 
a future, but seek not to be redeemed in the present ; 
unlike those who crowded to the Saviour, they would 
be saved from future ills, and be quite satisfied to 
go on with their present diseases. They little think 
that those very diseases, that very self-love, those 
very fleshly desires, are the punishment of the un- 
redeemed humanity. They cannot have any future 
happiness unless they give up present misery ; they 
cannot be saved from an indefinite hereafter, if they 
live on in a definite course of disease and sin. “ To 
be saved,” as they express it, they must first be 
healed; to be secured from the punishment of sin, 
they must be redeemed from sin. Redemption is the 
work — redemption must be begun here to be perfected 
hereafter. The Saviour overcame for all ; but each 
must in his own body do the work of the Saviour, 
And see, my brethren, see what He required, what 
He found needful in the flesh ; read those words, 
“ He rose a great while before day and prayed.” How 
few think of this, how few follow this ? How many 
are willing to rise early for gain, for learning, for 
amusement ? How seldom is the Saviour followed 
in those early morning hours of prayer to His Father 
and our Father, to His God and our God ? and if 
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required by One whose life was truly a life of the 
action of prayer, how much more needed by those 
whose life is so far from the life of Christ. 

May this season which has been so wisely ap- 
pointed, as a call to prayer, be to you all a season 
of drawing daily nearer to your Father. 

Let no day begin, no day end, without the earnest 
prayer from your heart that you may be truly a par- 
taker in this redemption ; that being saved from 
death you may enter into eternal life. 

OhJ rise, before the day’s work. Oh ! let your first 
daily thoughts be prayer ; prayer to Him Who prayed 
so much for you. Who thought not His life dear to 
Him, who rested not even the usual hours of sleep, 
but rose a long time before day to pray for those 
children who do not pray for themselves. 

Be no more slothful — rise and pray. And may 
the blessing of God, and the prayers of Jesus 
Christ, and the intercession of the Holy Ghost aid 
us in all our prayers. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

St. Matthew — Chap, ix., 22. 

“ Thy faith has saved thee.” 

Think on those words, meditate on those words, 
lay them to heart. The Saviour said not My power, 
but thy faith. And what is this faith, this power 
in the suppliant, this stronghold that is permitted 
to draw the virtue from the Saviour to the suffering 
part? Think of this faith — first, how strong it 
was, then how humble it was ; there was no mixture 
of self-confidence in that strong faith, there was no 
search for self-worship, nor for the glory and renown 
of man. She sought not to be known or noticed, 
she sought but a cure, in full, firm faith that it 
would not be refused; and as the multitudes 
pressed on this wonderful man, some from motives 
of curiosity, others from more evil motives, some 
from vain-glory, others out of mere indolence — this 
woman approached in certain faith. ^ If I can but 
touch the hem of His garment I shall be healed 
and she did touch, not doubtfully, but surely, confi- 
dently, without fear, and she was healed. She 
waited not, for the cure was instant : the faith given 
to her directed her first to the remedy, and then 
seized on the means of applying that remedy — she 
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touched His raiment. The Saviour on perceiving her 
there, trembling, said, “ Thy faith hath saved thee.” 
The Saviour walks no longer among us in bodily- 
form ; we can no longer, like that poor woman, go 
to Him, and touch the hem of the garment around 
the mortal body ; but He is ever near in spirit, and 
by the means He permitteth to be used, the means 
of material aid which are His gifts, and which, when 
we are guided by faith to their use and application, 
are truly to us what the hem of the garment was to 
that woman : to her faithful touch was given the 
power to draw the virtue possessed by the Man- 
God to her particular need. There is in the 
creatures, by Him provided, the means to be used in 
faith, through which His healing power is imparted. 
Had the woman touched in curiosity, doubt, or 
vanity, the faith would not have drawn the virtue 
to her need ; and in the many maladies, as hard to 
bear as the malady of this poor woman, have faith, let 
faith, with humble and strong hold, draw help to 
your souls and also to your bodies. The faith is 
yours. Oh! cultivate it by constant exercise and 
constant trust ; be humble, be lowly, but faithful, 
faithful unto the death of the world’s evil, the 
death of fleshly desires, and ye shall most truly 
receive a crown of life. And may the Father, and 
the Son, and the most Holy Ghost bless you, keep 
you, strengthen you in faith, and in every good 
work. — Amen. 
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EIGHTEENTH DAY. 



Zachariah — Chap, ix., 9. 

“ Rejoice, O daughter of Sion, thy King cometh unto 
thee.” 

The King, the Lord of All, has come to His 
people ; has come in the flesh, and how was he re- 
ceived ? Scoffed at, spit upon, scourged, and finally 
put to death. They knew Him not, they acknow- 
ledged not that this Man moving among them, in a 
position, mean in the world’s eye, but still doing many 
wondrous works, was the Son of God, their King, of 
whom many prophets had written, of whom those 
words quoted above had been written. 

They knew not that He had come to heal the sick, 
cheer the weary, bind up the broken hearts, for that 
they cared not ; they looked for a different kingdom, a 
kingdom of great worldly glory, and would not 
acknowledge a kingdom of another nature to what 
their fleshly nature desired ; for they knew not of the 
kingdom of God around them, into which all were 
invited to enter by these words, Oh ! all ye that 
thirst come to the water, ye shall receive wine and 
milk.” 
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Let all that now know, rejoice that their King 
cometh unto them, to open to them the gates of the 
kingdom of Heaven, into which all may enter and 
find peace to their souls. 
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NINETEENTH DAY. 

# Matthew — Chap, viii., 19, 20. 

Read, and learn from Holy Scripture, the life and 
suffering which our Saviour led while on earth, what 
He endured for the sake of all. He was reviled, He 
was ill-treated. Let this be pondered over ; pause a 
moment and consider that He, the Lord of Glory, 
the Prince of Peace, the Son of God, was reviled and 
evil intreated. Wherefore was this ? Was it not 
enough that this perfect Man, very God, should 
merely descend on the earth, and dwell among men, 
without suffering the miseries of the life in the flesh ? 
Was it not a sufficient sacrifice to leave His Father’s 
throne, His kingdom, and live among a race given 
up to sin and vice of all kinds ? Was that not a 
great enough sacrifice ? Was the Saviour not able 
to call to His aid millions of angels, to strike terror 
to His enemies ? Was He not able to call fire from 
heaven to consume those evil, cruel-tongued, sons of 
men ? Tea, He could do all this ; but He was per- 
fect in obedience to the will of His heavenly Father, 
whose mighty will was, that his Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ, should live on earth as any other member of 
the human family ; that he should suffer in his own 
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person all things for the sake of all men, to show a 
light to the blind, to help the weary heart. 

Wonderful is the life of the Saviour on earth, a 
perfect man, therefore was He hated by all who 
loved not truth ; all, whose ends were evil. He 
would have all men come unto Him to be taught ; 
and man then, as man now, would not come, would 
not listen to the tender loving voice which promised 
comfort to the weary and heavy laden, and rest to 
all who would heed His words. 

He freely gave all His own life, and yet they came 
not. Oh ! all ye who read those blessed words of 
the Saviour, take comfort by His example, His life. 
He came to be an example to you, to me, to all ; He 
came to show how that by following his example, 
treading in His holy steps, all may be safe. Hid not 
the Saviour die for you, that through His own blood 
you might be enabled to follow His example ; to 
walk, while on earth, as in the spirit ? 

To you, weary sad heart, who weep at the sorrow- 
ful lot you think is yours, think of Him, who had 
nowhere to lay His head ; who was forsaken by 
friends, and was, as man in all things, subject to the 
sorrows of the flesh; whose spirit suffered more 
keenly at the loss of those friends, than any human 
spirit could. 

Seek but the loving Saviour, seek for the help of 
that Holy Guide and Comforter, who supported Him 
in His moments of greatest anguish; and be thankful. 
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yea, in the midst of all sorrows, that you have a 
friend who will never leave, never forsake. One who 
has borne all your trials, all your sorrows ; by whose 
stripes ye are healed. 

Save us 0 God from all temptation, and give us 
grace and strength to strive to follow the holy life 
or our Lord and Master ; who, though He was God, 
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of man. Let this truly be the prayer 
of all, to be in humility of heart, humility of purpose, 
like unto the Lord ; and never forget that, poor or 
rich, all are alike in His sight. He heareth the cry 
of the poor in spirit, of the poor man crushed and 
bowed down with earthly anxiety ; and He will lend 
an ear, that merciful loving Saviour, and will send 
help. 

When sadness oppresses your spirit, my friends, 
turn not away from the Saviour ; think not, Oh ! do 
not think that He dealeth hardly with you ; but turn 
unto Him in the sorrow, and He will shed the light of 
His countenance upon you. 

Submit yourselves to the will of God, and when 
ye are tempted, fight against the Evil One with the 
weapons which Christ our Saviour used. 

The blessing of the most Divine and Holy Trinity 
be with us, now and ever. 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 

St. Matthew — Chap, xii., 24 — 26. 

The Saviour’s forgiveness of injuries. 

Think of the Saviour’s example in the forgiveness 
of injuries ; think of the many unkind words, the 
unkind deeds, the bitter and venomous acts of 
enmity, which were inflicted on that most tender of 
all human hearts, not only by His enemies, but by 
those He most loved ; think of the constant doubts, 
the perpetual misunderstanding, the want of trust 
which He experienced, even from those nearest to 
Him ; and even after He had made His power 
known, how evidently did the disciples linger on in 
doubt, and constant unbelief, thinking in their own 
hearts that, wonderful as each manifestation was, 
the power would cease; and that the Man Jesus 
Christ, would one day, even like Sampson, that 
wonderful human being, awake as another man. 
They understood but the man, they saw not the 
godlike spirit. He was ever misconstrued and 
doubted by those about Him. Had He allowed Him- 
self to be made an earthly king, instantly they would 
have believed ; not because this would have furnished 
any more remarkable manifestation than they had 
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yet seen, but because their worldly pride would have 
been gratified, their worldly position and power 
increased. The blessed Saviour, God Almighty, 
might, with as great ease, have come as King, or 
have become King, yet He saw fit not to do so — He 
saw fit to abase the proud, and to exalt the humble. 
The trial to His followers, of wealth, position, and 
exaltation would have been too great; He would 
not give it to them ; in lowliness, alone, would they 
learn His ways, so He became to them a servant, a 
man meek and lowly, one who took the flesh of 
poverty and misery, that He might be all things 
to His brethren. Oh! think of this, and forgive 
all unkind words. You say you are not what is 
said of you ; this may be true, but you are infinitely 
more like what is said of you, them was the Saviour. 
Recollect those words, “ If they have called the 
master of the house, Beelzebub, what will they not 
call those of His household ; trust in the Lord, and 
what is necessary for you shall be made clear in the 
eyes of men, and remember, above all things, that 
all is clear and open in the eyes of Him with whom 
you have to do.” And may the blessings of God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost be with 
you and remain with you always. 
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TWENTY-FIKST DAY. 



Hebrews — Chap. iii., 1 — 12. 

Let all seek to raise the spirit, to deny the flesh. 
By so doing, and only thus, can they really follow in 
the steps of their Lord and Master ; who, as man, 
completely overcame the flesh, and subdued the 
human will, which was in Him, as is any other man, 
completely subdued it to the Will of God the 
Father. 

Seek then to perfect your obedience, and repine 
not, if that obedience is perfected through suffering 
of the most grievous kind to each one. 

See the suffering. Turn the thoughts to the Man 
Christ, the Son of God, who endured torments, such 
as no merely human being can ever suffer ; and all that 
suffering, that torture, for the benefit of sinful 
man, to restore him to the position he had at first 
occupied, with regard to God, and which position 
he had forfeited, through his own blind self-will. 

The Son of God — the Son of Man has been 
tempted and tried as no other can be. Recoil not 
from sorrow, suffering, disappointment. 

No, my beloved brothers and sisters! Let us 
rejoice rather that we are called to suffering, because 
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He suffered ; to temptation, because He was 
tempted ; to disappointment, because, was not His 
earthly life one of bitter disappointment? “He 
came to His own and His own received Him not.” 
Turn not from the sufferings ; turn not with im- 
patience from the trials; accept them, and with 
humility believe that in accepting them you accept 
your Lord ! your King ! 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

Gospel of St. Luke — Chap, xvi., 31. 

“ Neither will they be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead.” 

The concluding words of this well-known parable 
have a mighty significance, too often overlooked ; and 
alas ! too often made use of as a proof of the im- 
placability of the Almighty Father. 

The parable is too well-known to need rehearsing. 
Lazarus, the sufferer, during his years in the flesh, 
arrives in the home of the spirits, and is there 
placed in the enjoyment of those spiritual joys 
which transcend all human imagination. The 
place in Abraham’s bosom conveyed, in forcible 
language to the Jews, the idea of perfect happiness 
and rest. 

Dives has also quitted the earthly life, and in 
another mansion, suffers in the spirit from the recol- 
lection of the deeds done in the flesh. He entreats 
for a drop of comfort, from one whose cup is over- 
flowing. 

Apparently a simple demand, and truly most 
pitious. 

But it cannot be granted, not because it is for- 
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bidden, but because it is impossible. The comfort 
Lazarus could offer would not be comfort to him, it 
would but aggravate bis sufferings. 

The sufferer then entreats for help for those still 
in the flesh, — his brethren. He begs that some 
warning may be given, to deter from continuing 
in a course which would lead them to such misery 
and torments as he was then enduring. 

The answer seemeth hard, “ They have Moses and 
the prophets.” The writings given by God Himself, 
for the guidance of His children, “ If they keep His 
commands they need not come into your condemna- 
tion ; if they heed those words they will be saved.” 
Then this sad one, knowing that he had enjoyed all 
these advantages, again entreated, “ But if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent.” Again, 
the same answer, though more forcible, “ If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rose from the 
dead.” 

Oh ! my brethren, let us consider these words. The 
world, as ever, looks and longs for spiritual manifesta- 
tion. It still seeks eagerly for intercourse between 
the spiritual and earthly sphere. 

We still think with envious awe, of the times 
when those manifestations were blessed by God — as 
in the prophetic visions ; as in the guidance of Elijah; 
and we say, were it so now, belief would be easier, 
the power of God more truly acknowledged ; He 
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would, indeed, be acknowledged as a Father, not 
vaguely thought of as a Spirit. 

Many have been known to say, they would not 
believe in a hereafter, unless some one who had 
passed from the flesh, returned to certify of its 
reality; thinking, in their foolish blindness and 
hardness of heart, that they were daring the great 
God to'an impossibility, and that such a manifesta- 
tion would be a breach of all the laws of His 
universe. Others, less unbelieving, merely say, 
4t Why, if it be possible to give us this help, should 
we not have it ?” 

We answer in the words of Jesus, “If you believe 
not the words written, neither will you believe though 
one ro$e from the dead.” 

The kingdom of Heaven is not from without, no 
startling manifestation will force it upon you, or 
into your hearts ; the kingdom of heaven is from 
within, and must begin from within. 

Far be it from any human being to say, that 
mighty works and wonders have not done, and will 
not do, their appointed work in a mighty way ; but 
this I say to all who are living at ease in the 
kingdom of self, wrapped in the love of self, 
unredeemed in th6 flesh, the most wondrous reve- 
lations will but little avail, though they may for a 
time be startled and amazed by them — yea, though 
the nearest and dearest be permitted to address 
them from the spirit-world, they would not be 
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persuaded ; for if they hear not the words of Him 
who died and rose again, they will not be persuaded, 
though any other rise from the dead. 

Let these words abide in your hearts at this time, 
and be a refuge to your spirits when the manifesta- 
tion of spiritual power in material ways is so eagerly 
sought after. 

The Father giveth His Spirit in full measure to 
those that ask Him. The gift of the Holy Spirit is 
promised to all that ask it; but let those beware 
who seek to put the manifestation of spiritual power 
before the Power and Spirit of God ; and let them 
recollect that it is written, “ If they believe not the 
words given by God, neither will they believe, 
though one rise from the dead.” — Amen, 
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TWENTY -THIRD DAY. 

St. Luke — Chap, vii., 37 — 60. 

Let us consider this day the touching history 
contained in those simple words. Let us go boldly 
to the Saviour with tears, and, even as the woman 
who anointed His feet in Simon’s house touched 
but His feet, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head, so let us go unto the Lord — seek Him, and we 
shall find Him. 

We shall find Him alike in the crowded market- 
place, at the dinner of the Pharisee, and on the 
lonely mountain. The Lord is everywhere, and 
everywhere may His true followers find Him and do 
Him service, if they do but seek after Him. 

Consider this poor woman oppressed with sense 
of past sins, oppressed with the feeling of remorse 
that her life could no more be changed ; that the 
irrevocable past stood ever in judgment before her ; 
that the deeds done in the body were such as had 
most grievously defiled the soul ; and, as she touched 
the feet of Him who was perfect purity, she must 
have felt with double smart, that her sins rendered 
her unworthy to approach Him whom she had 
followed from afar-off, listening to His gracious 
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words, until her stony heart melted, and she felt, 
unless He looked on her with His pitying, forgiving 
eyes, she must die. 

Death was terrible to her ; the conscience, quick- 
ened by actual sin, cried aloud and spake to her of 
coming judgment, her spirit trembled within her; 
she could not say “ peace, peace,” like the Pharisees, 
she had not, like them, reduced conscience to an 
automaton ; she had not, like the Sadducees, rea- 
soned away all faith, all hope, for this world and 
the next. Oh, no ! her life was painfully real, not a 
remembrance, but which awoke the spirit’s keenest 
anguish; but she loved much — she loved, with all 
the love of her spirit, the God whom she felt 
inhabited the frame of the Divine Master. She felt 
that willingly would she lay down her life for Him ; 
that her life, her peace, for all time and all eternity 
consisted in winning one look, one word of forgive- 
ness, for she felt He alone could forgive, He alone 
in His infinite purity could restore to her a purity 
she deplored, with tears of blood, having so' far 
strayed from. 

All high thoughts were gone for ever, she knelt 
behind Him, heedless of the scoffing looks of those 
at table, to whom, alas! her sad life was well 
known. She who had joined in feasts and revelry, 
more splendid far than that now offered to the Lord 
of Life — she who had been ruler of these hours of 
folly and of sin — now knelt in overwhelming sorrow 
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and suspense of intolerable anguish, pouring out 
her tears over the feet of the despised Galilean, who 
had been invited by Simon, partly out of curiosity, 
partly out of interest in His wondrous sayings, but 
with no feeling of love, no feeling of reverence, no 
adoration, and no faith. 

But this poor sinful woman knelt on, heedless of 
looks and scornful treatment, she waited. At last 
the Divine Master recounted to the wondering guests 
one of the tales, or, as you call them, with greater 
reverence, parables, and asked Simon at the conclu- 
sion, who loved the master best, the one who had 
much to be forgiven, or the one who had little to be 
forgiven ? 

The response could only be one way ; none saw 
the hidden allusion, none were prepared for the 
few words which raised up the poor, crushed, 
wounded spirit — those words of heavenly balm, 
“Thy sins are forgiven thee;” 

She was, indeed, forgiven, and free to begin a 
new life ; the burden of the past, the intolerable 
woes of retrospection, were rolled off her weary 
spirit — her soul was purified of its stains, that the 
loving heart might work for the Master — the 
purified spirit discern the Master’s love and 
might. 

The life of the Spirit was bom in that poor 
woman, truly had she entered into the kingdom of 
God. She had avowed her Lord — she had in all 
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humility acknowledged His as the only voice which 
could speak forgiveness. 

So must we do ; in all humility let us lay aside 
every proud thought, every high imagination, and 
see ourselves as we really are. See that we have 
wasted God’s gracious gifts, and wandered in count- 
less ways from truth and purity. Let us go unto 
Him who is perfect truth and perfect purity, and 
He will purify our souls, quicken our spirits, and 
light our paths through this troublous world, until 
we come to the haven of eternal rest, the home 
of the Spirit. 
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* TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

1. Chronicles — Chap, xxviii., 9. 

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of men’s hearts. 
He sees their every imagination. 

This is a 'wonderful subject for meditation. But 
though allowed as a general principle it is seldom 
realised, and never to its full extent. 

The idea that our thoughts and imaginations are 
known to God, though not denied by many, is but a 
mere nominal belief. 

What would it be to any of us to meet one who, 
as man to man, could read our thoughts? Yet 
this power belongs to man. The Saviour, as man, 
used this power ; many of the prophets possessed it, 
Elijah in particular ; it is a human power. 

We shrink from this idea, and are inclined to 
think this gift, and the power of using it, would be 
such a misery to the possessor that he would, ere 
long, pray for its removal. And yet it is a great 
gift, which man, as perfect man. will again become 
possessed of when each one, with dear man’s vision, 
may read the brother’s thoughts as he does his face, 
and answer to those thoughts as he does to the words 
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of his mouth. But our subject is the Lord’s know- 
ledge of those thoughts. 

We say this is true, but still trust that He does 
not see all, and indulge an undefined hope that He 
is too far removed from human weakness to heed all 
those thoughts. 

We have so completely used ourselves to disregard 
the thoughts of our hearts, as well as the thoughts 
of other’s hearts, to consider those thoughts of 
little consequence, that we have taught ourselves 
to ignore the life within, and remain satisfied if the 
outer actions are in accordance with certain laws and 
rules made by man. And we have forgotten that 
the Lord looks at the heart, and knoweth its every 
secret thought. We forget that the kingdom of 
heaven is in those very thoughts, or else the kingdom 
of self is enthroned in them. And we give little 
heed to the inward voice of our spirit, if we can but 
silence the material organ of speech. 

We seek to keep clean the outside of the cup 
and platter, and leave inside a nest of evil birds. 

Oh ! my dear friends, let this season, this time, 
so mercifully dedicated by the Church as a time of 
meditation on our Saviour’s life on earth, give us 
all time to enter into our hearts and watch there for 
what our Lord saith perpetually. Let us search out 
what thoughts are there, what desires, what hopes, 
what fears ? And in this search, oh ! may we so 
look and seek in earnest truth, doing the Father’s 
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work, for which an account must be given to otcr 
Master. 

Remember that the heart and its treasure are 
never separated, and if you find the heart pointing 
to earthly treasures, pray for help, pray for light, 
that you may be saved from the weary and useless 
labour of laying up treasure where the moth and 
rust corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal. 

Seek earnestly for the Saviour’s help to purge 
your temple from all the desires of the flesh— the 
love of self, and the thoughts of self; pray that 
the Holy Spirit may come, and with the purifying 
fire consume all evil imaginations, so that your 
hearts and spirits may be a fitting sacrifice to the 
Lord. And may His blessing be upon us — the 
blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, now 
and ever. — A men. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

St. Matthew’s Gospel — Chap. 5. 

“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth/ 1 This promise was given by our Saviour 
among many others. What is the meaning of 
inheriting the earth? To some it has meant, that at 
a future time, so distant as to be hardly compre- 
hensible to the mind of man, those who have been 
meek and quiet during their life on earth, will 
return to dwell * in peace and comfort, where they 
had dwelt in fear and trembling. This is not the 
meaning of the words; the real meaning is this, 
that those meek, trusting spirits, who set aside their 
human will, and meekly obey and pursue the way 
pointed out by a Higher Power to them, even during 
the fleshly existence, even during the life of blindness 
and weariness, will be given the knowledge of those 
things which will cause them, in their apparent 
weakness, to rule and understand all those things 
which, to the proud and haughty spirits, are ever 
veiled. Be then studious to cultivate a meek spirit, 
and then you will be shown the blessing of 
the inheritance. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

Job may have been an upright and God-fearing 
man, still there was in him a pride of doing his duty, 
a pride in being a son of God, not bora of the spirit ; 
through these undefended joints of his harness, the 
enemy would approach in the severity of the trial and 
afflictions permitted by God to occur to His servant 
Job. Not one was unneeded, and that Job himself, 
even in the midst of the deepest of the afflictions, recog- 
nised and acknowledged the evil of the unsupported 
human heart, and blessed God Almighty for the bitter 
anguish which had showed him the rightful position 
of a child of God — of a human being. In huiiiility, 
and in humility alone, can the heart be kept free 
from those fearful and fiery tortures which are ever 
ready to assail those who, however unknowingly to 
themselves, are nevertheless leaning upon themselves. 
This is no support when the tempest comes, the 
support is swallowed up, and the creature levelled 
with the ground. Let all pray for humility and 
against spiritual pride, which is an evil produc- 
tive of more fearful consequences than any who 
have not experienced them can imagine. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

< 

St. John’s Gospel — Chap, xv., 12. 

“This is the command, that I give unto you, that ye 
love one another. Little children love one another 
for love is of God, and God is of love,” This is love, 
that the Father gave His only-begotten Son to die 
for His children; to save those children from a death 
worse than any death in the flesh, however fearful 
in its nature. For it was to save from the death of 
the spirit, that the Saviour, the Lord of Glory, died 
himself in His own body, that by that marvellous 
sacrifice of love, the souls and spirits of His children 
on earth might be saved from eternal misery. 

What is human love compared to such love as 
this ? that a man should lay down his very life for 
his friends. This is the true meaning of love, and 
love is charity. 

No man can be in perfect charity with his fellow- 
men unless he loves them. Oh ! my dear friends, 
strive after that perfect charity, that love which our 
blessed Saviour enjoined on all men, when he com- 
manded them to love on another. 

Be not too ready to judge your fellow-men, Be 
not too eager to find out their faults. Follow in the 
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Master’s steps, follow Him in His wondrous love and 
charily! He refused not compassion, love to any 
man ; none were too mean, too poor, too wretched, 
to be received by Him. None too sad, too lonely, 
to be kindly, lovingly spoken to. Such is true charity, 
follow after it, not in word and deed alone, but in 
heart and spirit. 

This perfect love was first made manifest in the 
sacrifice of the Saviour for the children of men. A 
Saviour He truly was, for He saved from utter misery 
and darkness the spirits of men. 

Seek to be like unto your Lord and Master. 
Seek to begin anew, the life spent, may be, in think- 
ing but little of those marvellous works. Arouse 
the sleeping heart, the dead ear. Live in charity 
and love with your neighbour, and so shall ye be 
partakers of these holy mysteries which Christ has 
purchased for us with His Blood. 

And, my friends, when ye seek soon to celebrate 
the Holy Feast, think with wonder, with uplifted 
hearts, of the love, the marvellous love of the God, the 
Saviour, our Brother, by whom and through whom 
we have been redeemed from the eternal death of 
the spirit. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY 



Isaiah — Chap, lv., 6. 



“ Seek ye the Lord while He is to be found, call upon 
Him while He is near.” 

You must consider these words as an entreaty to 
seek the Lord, not to turn away from vanities; the 
Lord has sought you, as you have been led to see 
in these last mornings of Lent. He has sought his 
people, not in grandeur and the pomp of power, but 
in humility, in the guise of a humble carpenter. 

Seek Him now in His Majesty. He is yet to be 
found by His people, who earnestly seek Him their 
Lord and Master, their King and Saviour, their 
Friend and Brother in the flesh. He is near all 
those who wish to feel Him near; therefore seek 
speedily, while He may be found, lest your heart 
harden and leave you disinclined to draw close to 
Him while He is near. 

In drawing near to God in spirit, remember 
He can fully enter into your sorrows, afflictions, 
distresses ; that He was clothed in the flesh, that 
He might be fully aware of the sorrows of that 
flesh. Then, indeed, you will draw near with love, 



Digitized by Google 




78 



knowing you approach to an elder Brother, to the 
Friend who sticketh closer than a brother. 

Let not this season slip pass like many a season 
of Lent, without drawing nearer to the Lord. 
Hold fast this opportunity, and call upon Him while 
He is near; for the time comes to one and to all, 
yea, and approaches rapidly, when the awakened 
spirits will see with anguish the joy and peace lost 
to him and to her, by the neglecting of this counsel. 

Be then wise in the concerns of the Spirit, and 
draw near to the Lord while He is near. Verily, by 
so doing, you will find rest and peace unto your 
souls, a rest and peace that no tumults, no sorrows, 
no anxieties, be they ever so overwhelming,* can 
wrest from you. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, be everlasting praise. — Amen. 



Digitized by Google 




79 



TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

St. Matthew’s Gospel — Chap, ri., 34. 

u Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” 

These words, my dear friends, were spoken by 
the lips of our blessed Saviour when clothed in 
the flesh, when moving among men. He desires 
them to trust in the Lord God Almighty, and not 
fear impending evil. 

Each day has its own burden, its own sorrow, 
its own peculiar joy and blessing. Let each day 
see the work appointed to be done accomplished. 
In each day bear the sorrow, the trial, the burden ; 
in each day give God thanks for the blessing, for 
the joy, and for the peace the day has brought ; but 
add not to the burden of to-day by the anticipated 
evil of to-morrow. Be satisfied to leave all in the 
hands of an all-wise Creator, who has ordered all 
things best for His creatures, although they see 
it not, neither can dimly comprehend it. 

The wisdom of the Lord is unsearchable; His 
truth past finding out. Therefore, rest in the Lord ; 
and bear in mind, now and ever, that “sufficient 
for the day is the evil thereof.” 
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Raise the mind to the contemplation of things 
spiritual, and in the right time the temporal bless- 
ings will be given to you. 

Seek first the kingdom of righteousness, and then 
will all things be given to you. 
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THIRTIETH DAY, 



St. Matthew’s Gospel — Chap, viii,, 20. 

“ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has not where to lay 
His head.” 

His divine head was left without an earthly 
shelter; His Godhead clothed in human flesh, but 
He was despised and rejected by all, and even had 
no shelter for his head. Wherefore then be disturbed 
and perplexed? Why give way to such anxious 
thoughts and fears for the future ? Did not our 
Lord first drink the cup of desolation to the full, 
and then ascend in glory to His kingdom ? Even 
so His followers shall not be left comfortless. The 
Comforter will come to them, and in the right time 
their troubles will be removed from them. 

Think ever of the Lord of All treading the earth 
alone, being despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrow and acquainted with grief, and having 
no shelter for His head, and be comforted in the 
knowledge that He knoweth all your sorrows, and 
has even the personal knowledge of the want of 
material means to the fleshly nature. He will help 

o 
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His children who turn to Him in humility and 
prayer. He is ready to do so now. 

May peace be with you this day, the peace which 
passeth all understanding, and the blessing of God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. — Amen. 
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

Galatians — Chap, vi., 14. 

The crown of life. 

The crown, to the human mind, stands as the 
emblem of honour, but to those who wear the crown 
won for them, and bestowed on them by Christ, their 
blessed Lord and Saviour, it is the emblem of His 
meek humility, that humility taught by the Sa- 
viour’s life on earth, and by His Cross. Without 
this Cross there can be no crown. 

Meditate then on the Cross of the Saviour; not 
the wooden cross on which the last hours of an 
agonised flesh was spent, but the life of which the 
Cross was a symbol. The head in no rest of in- 
tellectual pursuit, but placed so as to survey all 
around, to watch over the many ; to lose sight of 
none, yet no place to lay it, no place of repose. 
The hands stretched forth to bless, not to collect — 
to give, not to hold. The feet powerless, but in the 
position of readiness to start whensoever he might 
be required. So was the body, so was the spirit 
of that life. This was the life of a King to whom 
the crown belonged. 

This day may the blessing of God, King, and 
Saviour be with you. 

o 2 
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THIKTY-SECOND DAY. 



St. John — Chap, xvi., 8 — 14. 

God the Father is a God of Truth, of Justice, of 
Love. This has been repeated over and over again* 
The words have become so trite to us that they have 
lost their meaning, or rather we have so deadened 
our understanding by the cold hard worship we 
profess to render to God, that we have ceased to 
believe in the glorious reality to which from habit 
we give an assent. Which of us, in the daily 
troubles and vexations of life, can say, with no 
shadow of doubt in his mind, this is a just dealings 
this is a loving dealing with me ; the Great Father 
is dealing in love and justice. 

We do not in faith believe every step is ordered 
in our lives; we repine and murmur at the vexa- 
tions, accidents, and chances of life, the wickedness 
of friends, the hardness of our lot, and in all this 
we do wrongfully. Did we here consider what is 
this life of which we complain so bitterly, why 
was it given to us ? why the many crosses and 
vexations to gall and fret us are permitted to be? 
we should, did we consider the matter aright, rather 
praise and bless the Just, the True, the Loving 
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Father. The work is one of self-conquest ; the fight 
with the world, the flesh, the devil. 

The world of self and sin, the temptations to 
self-indulgence, and then to devil-worship. We 
fall into devil-worship when we long for the 
material power and pleasure of the world; we 
fall down and call him God, who can but bestow 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, the pride 
of life. When we long for what we have not, or 
pride ourselves on what we possess, we are not 
worshipping the God of Truth, of Love, of Justice. 

Oh! think seriously of this, and pray that to 
your inward eye may come a sight of the God of 
perfect Justice, and pray that your higher powers, 
your understanding, your intellect, your final aspi- 
rations may be drawn ever upwards to rest on their 
treasure in heaven. 
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THIRTY-THIRD DAY. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, xi., 28 — 80. 

The Saviour said, “lam the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.” Forget not those gracious words. He is 
the Way, He is the only Light, the only Truth. 
Be joined unto Him spiritually — have dependence 
on Him alone — learn to realise His guiding Spirit, 
ever abiding with you. Learn to lean on His 
promises — learn to live His life — learn to long more 
and more for His righteousness and truth, and 
so shall you be comforted and taught. 

In times of sadness and sorrow, when a veil of 
thick darkness seems to have fallen upon you — when 
courage and energy appear to have abandoned you — 
when the spirit is weary within you, and there is an 
aching sense of desolation and void, as if some 
mighty support, on which you leant, was withdrawn 
and life deprived of all attraction, then, in the 
darkness, strive to draw closer to the real and 
abiding light, let this craving for help induce you to 
come unto Him who saith, “ Take my yoke upon 
you, for my burden is light.” 

You have wearied yourself in search of truth, 
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you say. You say, “ We have gone to the Lord, 
and in the way we went we found him not.” 

Where shall we turn, who hath the words of 
eternal truth? Jesus Christ the Lord, the Son of 
Man, the King, the Divine Teacher is ever willing 
to receive you, will hear your prayer, will inspire 
you with love to Him, with hope, with courage, 
with understanding. Let nought stand between 
you and Him. On your knees confess the secret 
sorrows of your daily life, and inwardly utter the 
cry, “ Lord save, or I perish.” Feel that He calls 
you, that He wills that your life be hid in His, even 
as the smallest twig and leaf shares in the life of 
the noble tree. 

Be united with the Saviour, give not a mere 
assent to His existence — give not mere lip-service 
while the heart is far from Him, give Him all your 
life, your heart, your hopes, your fears; say, “ Take 
me, Lord, and mould me to Thy will, other lords 
than Thee have had dominion over me, but in Thee 
only will I trust” Then shall joy come in like a 
flood, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away ; then 
shall ye indeed be glad that the sorrows ye have 
' endured have brought you to such joy, that the 
bitterness of agonising disappointment have brought 
you to Him, who never smites but to heal, who 
never, willingly, grieves the children of men. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH DAY. 



St. John’s Gospel — Chap, xi., 26. 

“ I am the Resurrection and the Life : he that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live : and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me, 
shall never die.” 

Those words were addressed to a sister at the 
grave of her brother — a grave in which the brother 
had already lain for four days. 

The sad, sorrowing sisters had hoped and trusted 
in vain, that this, their brother’s friend, the great 
Healer, would come to him, in this his sore sickness, 
and show forth the wondrous powers he possessed. 

They sent for Him, but He came not, and the 
beloved brother died and was buried. When he 
had lain four days in the grave, this Man arrived, 
this Friend they had so trusted in, but He came too 
late, their loved one was in the tomb, the brother 
was no more. The sisters wept in bitterness of 
heart, He had come at last, but the coming was 
useless — the time for hope was past. Their grief 
was not now to be helped. Martha, in vague belief 
of what she understood not, thus addressed the 
Friend, “ I know that what thou askest from God 
He will give to Thee.” What did she mean ? Did 
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she believe in a more wondrous power ? Hardly so, 
for, a little later, she disputed the Saviour’s com- 
mand to remove the stone from the mouth of the 
tomb, though she knew not what she meant in 
asking ; the Saviour replied, “ Thy brother shall rise 
again,” she acquiesced, though without much inter- 
est in a subject so vague as that of the resurrection. 
But the Saviour continues and answers, “ X am the 
Resurreotion and the Life.” 

Oh, blessed Saviour ! Oh, blessed words ! Words 
spoken not merely to Martha at her brother’s grave, 
but to all of us at the grave, the gate of death, the 
death not only of earthly life, but the death of our 
own self-will, our own self-love. 

I am the Resurrection and the Life — truly do we 
all seek for life, do we all require life ; for our souls 
are as lifeless as was the body of buried Lazarus. 
But by the belief and trust in these words we are 
safe, we are told, though he was dead, yet shall he 
live. 

We see and believe in a resurrection to a life no 
earthly death can touch, the resurrection to eternal 
life. Though he be dead, yet shall he live, and he 
that believeth on Me shall never die. 

Oh ! think of those words. 

The earthly life may and must end. What you 
call death, the change from the life on earth, must 
without doubt come to the believer as to all ; but to 
him it is but the awakening to full and perfect life 
— the life he knew he possessed in the resurrection 
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of the Saviour — the earthly death is no death to him 
who holds those words in their full meaning, for he 
knows that death has now no more dominion over 
him. 

Oh! my dear friends, think of this, let those 
words be your support and comfort in the many 
sorrows and trials of your present state. You need 
not fear, the Son of God has destroyed for you 
the last enemy. He has destroyed death — He has 
redeemed you from the power of the grave — for 
you death is swallowed up in victory. 
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THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 



The Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap. xxv„ 31 — 16. 

Jesus Christ, the Saviour, was teaching his followers 
by parables, stories of visible things in which 
spiritual truths were taught, apparently veiled to 
those who sought not to understand, but clear and 
distinct to those who earnestly strove, by the help 
of the Spirit of God, to understand. 

As a man He spoke to men, but His spirit knew 
the spirits of men, and addressed them through the 
mouth of the Man. 

This parable has a wonderful signification, it is 
called the history of the final judgement, and it is 
supposed to shadow forth the Great Day of the Lord, 
in which all the Kingdoms of the world shall receive 
what they have worked for, the reward and recom- 
pense of the lives they have led. This is not the 
part of the subject we shall meditate upon at pre- 
sent, though truly it is a wonderful thought. 

For the present, we shall consider the lives of 
those sheep and goats, whom our Saviour ranged on 
either hand. The right, for honour and nearness, 
the left as a sign they are far off ; for the right always 
signifies nearness and the left distance from the One 
mentioned. 
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Why then were those called sheep placed at the 
right hand of One, who was a King and a Judge ? 
What had they done to deserve this place, this near- 
ness, this honour ? Were they the great ones, the 
conquerors, the learned ? What were they ? They 
were none of these, the very name testifies a lowli- 
ness of life, a poverty of spirit in those so placed. 

Sheep are not distinguished for power, or wisdom ; 
in strength and beauty they are not to be compared 
with those on the other hand. Those goats, strong of 
foot, clear of head, armed with the natural weapons 
of defence. Think of the power of the goat, and 
its cleverness, in contradistinction to the powers 
belonging to the sheep, and observe the great por- 
tion of the gifts of God they have received. 

As individuals, and as nations, then, God had 
given to those goats abundant and good gifts, power 
to do His service, strength to work His will. They 
had no cause to complain, why then were they thus 
placed ? Why then at His left hand ? Because they 
trusted in themselves, they trusted in their own 
power, like unto the foolish virgins, they sought not 
the oil of the spirit to give light to the flesh ; their 
lamps went out, their eyes were blinded, and their 
ears closed, they were satisfied with their own 
powers, their own strength had gotten them the 
victory. They saw not, they looked not to the 
redemption in the flesh, the sacrifice once offered, 
the sacrifice they must daily offer of self, and they 
would not be redeemed from self, and so they became 
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worshippers of Satan, therefore they were and are at 
the left hand. 

The sheep, on the contrary, whether the powers 
they had received were great, or small, had received 
in humility those gifts from God, and had acknow- 
ledged Him the giver, and had again returned them 
to Him with interest ; their perfected and redeemed 
bodies, they acknowledged as the temples of God. 
In submission to the divine will they had conquered ; 
in meekness and quietness were they saved; redeemed 
from self, from flesh, from Satan, and were therefore 
at the right hand of their Elder Brother. 

But how was this known ? How could it be ascer- 
tained ? Could not the goat wear the sheep’s fleece 
for a time, and speak the words of submission? 
By their works they shall be known, and so by their 
works and life shall each nation and individual take 
their appointed place. 

The naked clothed, the poor relieved, the sick 
succoured, the prisoners visited, this is the work; 
it seems little, mean, and poor work; the humble 
may do it, the stupid, the unlearned may do it ; but 
not so, think of this, “ the poor ye have always with 
you,” saith the Saviour. 

Ye would all allow and acknowledge this, and 
that they must be helped. This is a duty to some, a 
pleasure to others, an interest, a speculation to many, 
a means of experiment and opportunity for trying 
some visionary project to a few. 

But recollect, that in doing this duty, in indulging 
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this speculation, the work is the same, “ inasmuch, 
as ye have done it to the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. I was hungry, and ye fed 
me ; naked, and ye clothed me ; sick, and ye com- 
forted me.” In this spirit must this work be done. 

The sheep at the right hand acknowledge the Man 
Jesus Christ in each sufferer they succour, in each 
sad one they help. And this is the cause of the 
many failures in our attempts to aid our poor 
brethren, because we acknowledge it not, we do it not 
to Him. Dare we to say, that in this our country, 
we do, as unto Christ, those so-called charities which 
are an insult to unredeemed flesh, and, alas ! truly 
are a curse and a reproach from man to man, for 
whom Christ died. 

Dare anyone say that the poor in this great 
country are looked upon as the body of Christ — 
naked, and we have not clothed them ; hungry, 
and we have not fed them ; sick, and we have not 
succoured them ; in prison, and we have not visited 
them. 

Oh ! pray, pray that our eyes may be opened, 
that we may see the evil and turn to the good. 

Those who in humble and earnest sincerity, seek 
to do their Master’s work in the redeemed flesh, 
pray, and that ceaselessly, that as a nation, we may 
not be with the goats at the left hand of God the 
Father, in the great day of His coming. 

Let each individual seek humbly to follow in all 
things, the blessed steps of the life of Him, who 
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came to redeem all. Oh! seek for help, seek for 
the spirit of the Lord to consume away the evil of 
self, and to draw us, each as individuals, and as a 
nation, to the Father’s right hand. And now seek 
His help, His Spirit, His righteousness, and may 
the blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be 
with you all. — Amen. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

St. John’ 8 Gospel — Chap, y., 17. 

A 

The Father worketh with me. Is not the Father’s 
work the Son’s ? and so both work together in this 
work, the redemption of humanity, the drawing of 
man from self to God, from bondage to freedom. 
The Father, the Maker, and Creator worketh with 
this One, the Son, the Word, who being One with the 
Father, took the form of God’s creature, man ; and 
thus as God the Father, in the God Man, His Son, 
work together for man’s restoration to the place 
from which he had turned away. 

Those to whom this was said understood it not ; 
they understood not why the Man should call God 
“ Father,” making Himself equal with God. They 
understood not that in this very flesh of humanity 
was the Sonship claimed, that men might be son’s 
of God, through Jesus Christ, who claimed this son- 
ship for them, because He had redeemed them in 
His own body to be sons of the Father, sons of God. 
He redeemed them from bondage, from slavery, that 
they might be what He was, Sons of God, and heirs 
of eternal life. 

Are we not redeemed ? And do we not forget 
what we possess ? And even as those men of Judah, 



Digitized by Google 




97 



we are angry at the Man Jesus for assuming a son’s 
right to be a son of God. 

Oh ! let this thought dwell in your hearts, that 
your Father, and the Saviour as man, work together 
in this redemption, in this wondrous work of your 
salvation ; and at this season dwell on the thought 
that you are truly sons of God. 

Strive to make your lives worthy of so high an 
honour, and as those days approach which are 
dedicated, by the Church, for a commemoration of 
; the time that the Man Jesus Christ, was by wicked 
man crucified and slain, oh ! be ready, as sons of 
the Father, of this Lord and Saviour, as brothers of 
His humanity, to follow with humble heart and 
earnest spirit, those steps led by Him for your sake. 
Abide in spirit with Him in those sufferings ; seek 
to enter into those sorrows, and remember that, 
though truly the Son of God, He was a human 
Saviour; and His human body suffered as yours 
would do, and more than humanity has ever yet 
suffered, for he suffered for all humanity ; and think- 
ing of this may we all draw near to the Father . 
through the Son, and by the power of the Spirit. 

And may the blessing of Father Almighty, Son 
Almighty, and Holy Spirit Almighty, be with us all. 
— Amen. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

Luke — Chap, xviii., 18. 

“ Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life ?” J esua answered, “ Why calleth thou me good, 
there is none good but One, and that is God. If 
thou wilt enter into life keep the commandments. 
Do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, 
honour thy father and mother, and thou shalt not 
bear false Witness.” The young man replied, “ AH 
these have I kept from my youth up, what lack I 
yet?” Jesus answered, “Go, sell all thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and. come and follow me.” 

The Saviour, seeing his sorrow, then said “ How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

This history is well-known, and little thought of ; 
few among us take much heed of this young man, 
save to say that he was self-satisfied, self-righteous, 
and amongst all the good things of this world was 
found wanting in the time of trial. 

This youth is a fair specimen of many ; he wad 
rich, and had great possessions, he was highly 
esteemed ; we all know the measure meeted out by 
the world to such favoured one ; he was, likewise, 
one who had not had the temptations, or had 
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resisted the temptations of gross sin. He was 
evidently beyond the average in moral worth and 
excellence, well endowed by nature, and to all 
appearance carefully educated, but he was not 
satisfied : for in the heart of that youth there was 
a longing for something, which, with all his wealth 
he lacked, something which all his riches could not 
purchase. 

He heard this Prophet of the people, this Man 
Jesus Christ, speak of eternal life, a life which 
could not be taken away ; this must be the resurrec- 
tion spoken against by the Sadducees ; perhaps an 
easy way to enter into this life, so painfully and 
laboriously worked for by the Essenes. He comes 
then to the new Master, and addressing Him as 
good, asks Him how he may attain eternal life. 
The Saviour will not receive this addresss ; He knew 
that it was intended as a flattering address to a 
man, and He would not, as a man, receive it. 

None are good save One, that is God; if you 
cannot acknowledge in me the God, in man call me 
not good. But to the point, thou knowest, without 
doubt, the Commandments ? The Man Jesus, clear- 
sighted as he was, understood, and knew full well, 
the state of this questioner ; knew he was free from 
gross sin, therefore referred merely to such points as 
seemed clear and decisive. 

The commands had been kept from youth up, no 
fault there, what lacked ? What more could be 
require^ to fit him for the gift of eternal life ? The 

h 2 



Digitized by Google 




100 



Saviour saw that the love of self was the young 
man’s god, the attributes of this deity self-righteous- 
ness. 

“ One thing,” said Jesus, “ thou lackest. Go, sell 
all, give to the poor, and come and follow Me.” 

Was the search for eternal life continued? Alas, 
no ! the present was enough for him. The one 
thing he lacked he could not give ; eternal life 
ceased to exist at the cost of this sacrifice. 

The possessions, God’s gifts, were the wall of 
separation between the man and the redemption ; he 
. could keep the Commandments, which cost him little, 
but he could not give back God’s gifts to Him, and 
follow their Giver; he could not follow the steps 
of One who had given so much for him. 

Oh ! how hard it is for those who have all things 
in this life, to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 
The battle is hard, for they cannot give up love of 
possession ; they are at ease, and cannot enter, with- 
out difficulty, into the humility of the redeemed flesh ; 
they find it hard, very hard, to believe that the 
kingdom of Heaven is to begin in the heart. 

This is the apparent impossibility, to give up the 
idea of self, to believe that those good gifts are not 
theirs, but God’s ; that they who hold them are not 
possessors, but stewards. This was the young man’s 
difficulty ; this is still the difficulty to old and young, 
a difficulty which those around Jesus took for an 
impossibility. 

Jesus, replied to this, the things that are impos- 
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sible with man are possible with God ; and, truly, 
if those who are blessed with those good gifts, 
earnestly, and with humility, seek for help, they 
shall not seek in vain ; though they must part 
with all they call their own, believing, and that 
faithfully, that all they have, be it wealth, learning, 
possessions of all kinds, are not theirs, but lent, 
and must be held ready to be used for the service 
of the Giver, to be given back with interest, and 
so to follow the steps of the life of Jesus, who 
came to earth to redeem all — the poor from the 
bondage of poverty, the rich from the chains of 
riches, and to draw all to follow Him. 

May His blessing rest upon you now, and ever, 
more. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. 



St. Luke — xviii., 26 . 

“ Who then can be saved? ” 

Jesus, saw before the disciples opened their mouths 
the question to be asked; “Who then can be saved? ” 
They saw this young man looked upon by all, as 
a type of perfection in youth, without a stain, or 
flaw in moral excellence, and that of Him, not of 
the publican and sinner was the remark made; how 
hard to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. “Who 
then can be saved,” said the followers of our Saviour? 
A serious and startling question, and still a question, 
though the question is answered; what is impossible 
to man is possible to God, and what is to you impos- 
sible in yourselves, is possible through the Spirit of 
God. 

To one at ease in his possessions, satisfied in the 
kingdom of self, it would seem impossible to desire 
ought else, the flesh is content, the spirit satisfied, 
truly the strong man keepeth the house ; but when 
the stronger than he cometh He shall overcome him, 
taking away the armour in which he trusted, and, 
dividing the spoil. 

This is the possibility, God is stronger than man, 
and He will, and does come into the kingdom of self. 
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He has come, the strong Man into flesh, and taken 
away the armour of sin, dividing the spoil from Satan. 

He has come in human flesh into the kingdom of 
self, and made possible what seemed impossible, to 
break the bonds of the kingdom, and to let loose the 
bound one, so making him desire to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, however hard that entrance 
might seem. 

This is possible, though still as hard as in the 
days when the disciples asked, “ who then can be 
saved ?” They, the followers of the Man Jesus, the 
Redeemer and Saviour of humanity, asked this 
question, but understood not those words, any more 
than they understood the words about his crucifixion 
and fleshly death at Jerusalem. 

We understand those last words now, as they did 
when they saw and believed. But do we now any 
more than they understand, or seek to understand, 
the first words? Are we not all still saying and 
acting, u who can be saved? ” And each in his own 
sphere, his own mental vision, restricting that 
number. Each small community denying salvation 
to the many who differ, but seldom in the tender 
words of the Saviour, “How hard for them !” but 
how foolish of them, it is impossible, and we dis- 
allow the possibility with God. 

We judge and condemn, forgetting that it is not 
merely earthly riches that rendered the entrance 
hard, but the earthly desires, earthly and selfish 
wills, earthly self-love. 
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And we forget, that all who even trust in gifts, 
which, because they are God’s creatures are good, in 
riches, or honour, or learning, or wisdom, who in the 
gifts forget the Giver, who think that because they 
hold them in stewardship they are their own, will 
find it impossible in that spirit to .enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. They are living hedged round by the walls 
of separation of self, and are in the state of those 
of whom this question must be asked, “ who then can 
be saved?” Not them, for they at this moment are 
refusing the offered salvation. 

But as each day draws us nearer to the time for 
commemorating the fleshly death of the Lord and 
Saviour, let us all draw near to Him, with most 
earnest prayers for ourselves, for all, that we may 
be saved from the kingdom of self and attain eternal 
life, giving up ourselves, our souls, and bodies, a 
living sacrifice to the Lord ; a sacrifice to Qhrist the 
Son, who lived for us in the flesh, that we might 
live with Him in the spirit. 

And now~to Him be glory, honour, dominion and 
praise, now and ever. — A men. 
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THIRTY-NINTH DAY. 



Gospel of St. Luke — Chap, xix., 41 — 44. 

This is to us all a most affecting passage ; here for 
the second time, we find recorded “Jesus wept.” 
Yea, the King of Kings, the Lord of Glory, the 
Lord of All, wept. 

How passing strange is this, He who had all 
power to work miracles, could He not even in that 
eleventh hour, have called those idlers to His 
service? Whence came this sorrow ? 

Before Him lay Zi<}n, the City of David, the city 
blessed by God, and consecrated to Him, the Holy 
City. When all the world lay plunged in deep 
darkness, when Gentile nations sought hither and 
thither for the truth, and seemed to seek in vain, 
there, in that Holy City was the Creator of the 
universe openly worshipped. There, service was 
done to him, there, His laws were obeyed, there, 
His priests and prophets received heavenly messages, 
and were as links between earth and heaven. And 
yet this highly favoured city, this chosen of God, 
this so loved and beautiful town, was to the Man 
Christ a subject of sorrow, a cause of tears. 

He reviewed its ancient previleges, the intercourse 
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there held between heaven and earth, the many, 
many signs and wonders of which it had been the 
scene, and He wept! Wept to think that the 
teaching had taught so little, the favour from 
heaven, availed so little, and that worse than the 
doom of Sodom and Gomorrah would be its fate. 

He wept to think how dull, how hard man’s heart, 
how dead his eye, how deaf his ear, that the sublime 
teaching, here a little, there a little, line upon line, 
precept upon precept, availed so little to raise poor 
man from the material to the spiritual, from the 
dominion of Satan to the Kingdom of Life. 

Deep are the mysteries which surround us, as we 
ponder on this touching scene. We cannot but feel 
there is mystery which no mortal comprehension 
can fathom, there is a limit to human power of 
comprehension. Men cannot argue on what he so 
imperfectly understands; before the deep things of 
God, he must bow the knee and veil the eyes, and 
cry “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth.” 

For here we seem to touch on the very stumbling 
stone to many, the origin of evil. Here we come 
face to face with the problem, and if God the Father 
be omnipotent, the Evil One but a revolted angel, 
whence this seeming weakness of the element for good, 
whence the malignant persevering strength of evil ? 

Yes, indeed, here are mysteries which no human 
understanding can comprehend; we can but say 
“For the Lord worketh, not as we work, for His 
thoughts are not as our thoughts.” 



Digitized by Google 




107 



We must strive to raise our poor feeble minds far 
beyond their accustomed horizon of this world’s 
petty views and plans, and strive earnestly in the 
calm light of immortality to consider this wondrous 
scene. 

Let us strive to imagine the world in virgin inno- 
cency and purity, man holding intercourse with 
angels, man perfect and pure, made in the image of 
God the Father. Think then of the mighty change, 
man fallen from purity and seeking the evil deeds 
and words of the Evil One; man dreading good and 
fleeing from the voice of the Holy One, and follow- 
ing greedily after sin. What a fearful change is 
this. All nature participates in it, thorns and 
thistles spring up, and choke the rich luxuriance of 




But a more difficult task remains — to seek to 
realise, in the utmost depths of our hearts, a God all 
powerful, all loving, a God who wills that all that 
has passed, sad though it may be, and though fearful 
consequences may flow from it, may ultimately 
redound to His Glory and the good of the poor 
creature, who has so deliberately exchanged perfect 
good, perfect peace, for that knowledge of good and 
evil, which brings only misery. Imagine what 
love filled the breast of the Holy One, that, at the 
moment of the revolt from Him, He yet gave the 
promise of ultimate peace and pardon, through One 
more powerful for good, than the evil spirit for evil. 
His ways are not our ways — hence this long trial 
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of the race, hence these to us slow and incompre- 
hensible steps in the history of man. In the fall 
light of eternity we shall know the wherefore; till 
then let us in all patience follow our Master the 
Christ; and, even as He wept over the cold the stony- 
hearted, who, had they known of his touching 
pity, would but have mocked at it, even so let us 
with tears bewail the sins and hardness of self-love, 
which separate any from so loving a Master, a 
Master who spared not His life for us. 

Let us all look to it, lest with advantages like 
Jerusalem, we incur her fate ; let us look to it as a 
nation and as individuals, and may each and all in 
this Lent Season hear for ever in his ears, “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth beware lest he fall .’ 9 
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PALM SUNDAY. 

Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, xxi., 1 — 17. 

This is the graphic description of the only occa- 
sion when, in a marked manner, the tumultuous joy 
of the multitude was shown forth. They seem in 
greatest enthusiasm, and have escorted the wonder- 
working prophet into the Holy City ; but apparently 
it was only as the prophet that they acknowledged 
Him ; they saw His wondrous deeds, and they were 
ready to cry “ Hosanna to the Son of David to 
yield material homage to the Man ; but their spirits 
failed to discern in Him the Son of God ; the hard 
hearts, though capable of enthusiasm for the 
wonder-working prophet of Nazareth, the prophet 
who, by supernatural means, cured the body, yet 
saw not enthroned in the feeble flesh of the lowly 
Jesus, the Mighty Spirit, come to deliver their 
spirits from a far worse bondage than the material 
bondage from which he delivered the body. 

No wonder, then, that the unthinking ignorant 
crowd were as ready to cry <( Crucify, crucify,” as 
“ Hosanna.” The untaught spirits, blinded by 
conventionality, followed with equal eagerness the 
impulse to adore, or to hate. The enthusiasm was 
a mere material, or physical excitement, which, 
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passing rapidly away, left the unoccupied and 
ignorant hearts a more ready prey to the very next 
call upon their emotions. 

This is to us all a striking lesson ; an illustration 
of the seed which falls on the barren rock, and by 
hazard lighting on some tiny crevice, where a small 
deposit of soil exists, it springs up with great 
rapidity, only to perish as suddenly by the first 
adverse wind or scorching sunbeam. 

Does not this, more than ought else, show us how 
transcient are the violent physical demonstrations 
which seem the natural consequence of an excited 
popular gathering. Be the cause which biings the 
multitude together the very best, as it was in this 
case, or let it be the very worst, as when the 
excited crowd of Jerusalem shouted, “ Crucify, cru- 
cify !” the results are the same — the transient 
emotion passes off, leaving a blank, a craving, in 
the empty spirit for some other physical excite- 
ment. 

Think you that this triumphal scene, as it is 
called, was one which could have, in the smallest 
degree, satisfied or pleased the Saviour. No, ye 
think not so ; it was, on the contrary, but another 
phase of suffering, another experience of the fickle 
human nature, another bitter proof of the sad 
effects of the fall of man’s nature, that the spirit 
had become so untrained, so feeble, because it was 
not fixed on the only One who could give real 
understanding. 
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To many these remarks may seem hard, for many 
amongst us trust in noisy demonstration, in fitful 
outbursts of repentance and grief, and point with 
joy to these painful scenes, as evidence that the 
Spirit of God yet works mightily on the hearts and 
spirits of men. To all such I would say, trust in 
no noisy, physical excitement ; remember, the king- 
dom of God cometh not with observation, and 
study well the Scriptures to see what is recorded of 
the conversion of St. Paul, the call of the Apostles, 
and see whether the wild excitement of a revival 
seems in the least degree analogous to anything 
recorded as the result of the words of the Lord, 
who “ spake as never man spake.” 

Let us, one and all, beware of trusting emotional 
feeling; let us, rather, beware of it, as calm and 
composure are needed, that the heart may ponder 
and meditate, and grow in the knowledge of 
heavenly things. 

If any among us suffer from ill-judged praise, 
which wounds more than blame, if any among ua 
should be ever exposed to the enthusiastic admira- 
tion of an ignorant crowd, who, but ill-compre- 
hending our real motives, agree with us one moment, 
ready to fall on their idol the next — should any of 
us be in these circumstances, then think of TTim 
who suffered also in this manner, who bore alike 
silently the praise and the blame of those who 
comprehended neither His work, nor His life. 
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MONDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 



Mark xiv. 

What wondrous scene is this which we read of here ? 
The Lord of Heaven and Earth arraigned before a 
human tribunal! Witnesses appear against Him 
and bear lying testimony, accusing the Lord of all 
love, of all life, of every crime which may suit the 
evil purposes of the accusers. 

Imagine the scene of tumult and confusion ; the 
irritated and triumphant Pharisees, who see their 
opponent a captive in their hands ; the High Priests 
euxlting in the sense of having conquered the Man 
who had dared to oppose their doctrines, and who 
had claimed a superiority over them in spiritual 
knowledge and power, all the more galling, because 
they felt it though they refused to acknowledge it. 
Hearken to the discordant voices of the wrangling 
witnesses, ^ who in their eagerness to do the evil 
bidding of the men in authority, yet added no weight 
to their condemnation, because the evil spirit of lies 
in their mouth, bore witness rather to their own 
falseness than to the guilt of the Son of Man. 

What did He then, what answered the Lamb of 
God ? Nought. 

The ancient prophecies were, indeed, fulfilled. He 
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was led like a lamb to the slaughter, He opened not 
His mouth.’ 1 He spoke not, though the High Priest 
bade Him in haughty language answer His accusers. 
Not till the question was put in insulting mockery, 
“ Art thou the Christ the Son of the Blessed ? ” did 
the Lamb of God utter one word of defence. 

He was not there to defend Himself, He was there 
to suffer ; and deem ye it was no suffering to the 
human nature, the human soul, to stand arraigned 
as a criminal, a rebel, a blasphemer, before those 
very men on whom He had pronounced a sentence 
of woe unutterable. Think you it was no suffering 
to feel the bitter cup was so nearly drained, and as 
it seemed, in vain ? That the life of self-denial, the 
life of purity, the life of more than human love to 
all, was to end so shortly, so bitterly, for those very 
men, and that they could not, even in the faintest 
degree, appreciate the mere human virtues which 
had been put in such strong relief before their eyes. 
But if the human nature felt this deep sadness for 
poor blinded man, what must the Divine Spirit inhabi- 
ting that form have felt of unutterable pity for those 
hard hearts which turned from light to darkness, 
and loved the darkness because their deeds were evil. 
Those proud undiscerning hearts, so built up in self- 
love, self- worship, that though God had sent His own 
precious Son to them, they in their proud conceit, not 
only denied Him, but scorned and hated Him . 

At last the Saviour spoke words which even then 
might pierce their souls, and rend the thick mists 
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of conventionality which obscured their feeble judg- 
ments. 

He made to their accusations no answer ; their 
opinion, their judgment, was nothing to the Lord of 
Heaven ; but, in the strength and power of His 
Divinity, He told them the time was coming when 
He should be their Judge ; He, the poor despised 
captive, should appear to them in the clouds of 
heaven surrounded with the heavenly hosts ! 

He placed in strong contrast before them their 
limited power, their disputing witnesses, and the 
solemn scene when He, the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, possessed of unlimited power, and unerring 
wisdom, should judge them, and discern with clear 
eye the hidden sins and the hidden sorrows of all. 

But to those who heard, this seemed but confirma- 
tion of the charge of blasphemy, so with one accord 
the blinded human judges condemned the Lord to die. 

Oh ! surpassing deadness and darkness of heart, 
we say, and as we say so, we think with complacency 
of our land which we call Christian, our homes we 
name Christian, ourselves and our children, who, in 
conventional outer form, were dedicated to Christ’s 
service. But let us beware, lest we, with all these 
privileges, are not hardening ourselves in the frame 
of mind which we see here displayed by Pharisees 
and Sadducees. 

May be, we like them, are learned in the letter of 
the law ; we, like them, repeat with solemn voice 
passage after passage from Holy Writ ; but, if like 
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them, we are content to accept the letter and seek 
not daily to discern the spirit, like them we do reject 
the Saviour, like them we harden our hearts by vain 
repetitions and by ostentatious charity, and like 
them, we shall be guilty in the sight of Our Lord, 
when He cometh in the clouds of Heaven to judge 
the quick and the dead. 



i 2 



Digitized by Google 




116 



TUESDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 



The Gospel of St. Lnke — xxii., 44. 

“ Jesus, being in an agony, sweat great drops of 
blood.” 

What is any human sorrow compared to a sorrow 
like unto this ? Oh ! meditate and ponder over this 
anguish which the Saviour suffered. An agony of 
spirit so great, so overwhelming, that the flesh was 
quite prostrated, and the sweat was, as it were, 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

This was a severe ordeal — the cup was full — the 
Saviour, the God Man, prayed that the bitter cup 
might pass from Him. 

Those moments of intense torture to the spirit, 
were what no human being can realise, for no 
human spirit could feel, in the same intense form, 
the agony experienced by the Saviour. This last 
drop in the cup was almost unendurable. This was 
not a trial of the flesh — the fiery trial was to the 
spirit. The Saviour could then have called the 
hosts of Heaven to His aid, but He chose to submit 
in perfect obedience to the will of His Father, “ Thy 
will be done, not Mine, ,, these words the Lord, the 
King, the God Man uttered. The Spirit won again 
the victory through the assistance of the mighty 
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Spirit, and the fiery ordeal passed through. For 
the sake of man did our Saviour suffer that cruel 
agony — that torture of the Spirit. For the sake 
of the sinful human race did our Lord and Master 
suffer all things — temptations of the flesh, tempta- 
tions of the spirit, separation from the Father, the 
God dwelling among men, ministering to the 
distresses, the afflictions, the miseries of humanity. 
Think of this, my friends, think of this Friend who 
has borne all your sorrows — greater, more agonizing 
sorrows than yours, and, when crushed with the 
trials of the life in the flesh, remember Him, who 
on the night He was betrayed, prayed in an agony 
to His Father, and said, “ Not My will but Thine 
be done.” He drank the bitter cup, and by so 
doing opened the gate that leadeth to life eternal. 

And to Him the Father God Almighty, the God 
the Son Almighty, the God the Holy Ghost Almighty, 
be everlasting praise, dominion, and m^esty, hence- 
forth and •for ever. — Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 



St. John — Chap, xii., 27 — 29. 

“ Fatheb, save me from this hour ! ” 

Those words were uttered just after the one 
triumphal scene of His life in the flesh, when the 
multitude followed Him, crying, “ Hosannah !” 
when they strewed his way with their garments. 

Then followed the words addressed to the Greeks 
who sought an opportunity of conversing with the 
new Prophet, and in the midst of this discourse, the 
vision of the coming struggle was borne in on the 
Saviour’s mental sight, and the spirit of the man 
trembled — “ Father,” He said, “ save me from this 
hour.” But before an answer came, He replied, 
“ For this cause came I to this hour.” 

For what cause ? For this very trouble, for the 
cause of this trouble which now filled His soul ; for 
this very cause had He come to this hour, that even 
in that hour He might overcome the cause of 
trouble, the dread of death, the shrinking from the 
fierce struggle in which the fleshly life is forced from 
its stronghold by the pain of violent death. But 
this was not the real cause that troubled the 
Saviour’s soul, it was not merely the foresight of 
cruel and painful death that filled His h uman soul 
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with agony, and caused Him, in bitterness of spirit, 
to cry aloud. No, there was more than this. He 
heard the multitudes crying, “ crucify him, crucify 
him ,” and He heard that cry echoed through succeed- 
ing ages. He saw men seeking to destroy the 
bodies of men — those human bodies whose form He 
wore. He saw deeds that would be done in the very 
name of Him who was then preparing to die, to 
prevent those very deeds. He saw men, in His very 
name, crucifying their Lord and bringing Him to 
open shame, and in His name denying the redemp- 
tion itself, taking the Saviour’s name to destroy His 
work. 

His soul was troubled, and in agony He cried, 
“ Father, save me from this hour !” 

But the agonised moment passed — that vision 
passes — and now the Saviour sees far further, and 
says “ Father, glorify thy name!” “I have both 
glorified it, and will glorify it again,” was the 
answer. 

Yes, in this Man, the Son of God, was it glorified. 
He had glorified it in redeeming man from sin, and 
would again glorify it in bringing all to God. The 
name was glorified on earth, and it should be glori- 
fied by all the universe ; God in Man, the Saviour 
and Redeemer, the Mighty One of Israel. 

The hour of trouble is passed, and Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, must reign King and Conqueror, 
until He has put all things under His feet; until 
all the kingdoms of the world have become the 
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kingdoms of tlie Lord and of His Christ, and so 
shall the name of God be glorified again. 

Oh! let us not shrink from the hour of trouble 
and anguish with the Saviour, and in our hours of 
trouble and anguish He will be ever near us, teach- 
ing us, in our afflictions to glorify the Father. 
Amen. 

/ 



Digitized by Google 



121 



THUKSDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew — Chap, xxvi., 26 — 30. 

The Gospel of St. John — Chap. xiii. 

The subject now before us must be meditated on 
with the deepest humility, submission, and faith. 

This beautiful and touching history has indeed 
been changed by man into a stone of stumbling, a 
rock of offence. Our Saviour’s last meeting with 
His disciples as man with man, and his / words then 
spoken, have been by the evil spirit of man turned 
into the war-cry of party, and the weapon for fight- 
ing the battles of Satan. 

Well might the Saviour exclaim, when with divine 
prescience he foresaw the strifes of succeeding ages, 
“ Father, save me from this hour.” 

To the Man Jesus, the hour of victory was the 
hour of anguish. He knew to whom the victory 
should be ; but the hour was long. The combat 
was gained by God in man ; but the man had still 
to combat against self and Satan. Though the 
battle was won, alas ! few -would see it ; and in 
blindness, deafness, and deadness, many would con- 
tinue even to fight against God. 

We must now turn to the scene of the last supper 
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taken by the Saviour with his disciples — those poor 
unlearned fishermen who, in the strength of the 
Spirit of God, were to carry on the Saviour’s work. 
Truly they loved their Master, though they under- 
stood Him not, and even doubted His power. Yet 
He was their Leader and Teacher, and the gracious 
words He spoke found a response in their hearts. 

They felt that something was at hand — a vague, 
undefined dread of the future oppressed them, though 
they could not bring themselves to believe the words 
that had been told them. The small band assem- 
bled in the upper chamber simply for the usual 
evening meal, though doubtless it was regarded as 
a season for converse and teaching — a time for ex- 
pounding and explaining those parables which were 
veiled from the multitude. 

They were all there — even he who, by his covetous 
and self-seeking spirit, would so soon be no more 
named among them. He who even then, in his 
Master’s presence, was plotting his Master’s death. 
All were met together for the last time at this last 
supper. 

The simple repast was well-nigh ended, when the 
Saviour, taking bread, broke it. and handing it to 
those near him, said, “ Take, eat ; this is my body ; 
do this in remembrance of me ; ” and after supper, 
He took the cup, saying, “ Drink ye all of this ; for 
this is my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you and for many, for the remission of 
sins.” 
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This was the last supper of the Lord on earth — 
this was the first supper of the Lord — the com- 
munion of the faithful ; and this holy rite, in this 
its sublime simplicity, has been made by man’s sel- 
fish blindness and sinful pride, truly the communion 
with the Evil One, the separation from the body of 
Christ. 

The Saviour, as man, among his followers received 
and blessed the nourishment required for sustaining 
human life. As the Son of God, He blessed those 
simple creatures of bread and wine to be the means 
of nourishment to the spirit of men, who in faith 
and humility receive the Body of the Saviour, or the 
Life of the Saviour, into their lives. 

The Saviour said, His flesh was meat indeed, and 
His blood drink indeed ; for as the earthly elements 
ministered unto the support of His earthly life, even 
so would His life, received by the faithful, suppdrt 
and nourish their spiritual lives unto all perfec- 
tion. 

The bread and wine so blessed are the gifts of 
God, given and received in commemoration of the 
death of the Saviour. They are truly life to the 
receiver — the meat indeed, the drink indeed, to the 
spiritual body — through the Spirit of Christ; and 
this act of communion brings the flesh, the temple of 
the spirit, into communion with the body of Christ; 
so both body and spirit, by receiving those blessed 
elements, are partakers of the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 



Digitized by Google 




124 



In communion with the human body of Christ, in 
communion with the Spirit of Christ, and in union 
both in body and spirit with all those, both in the 
flesh and in the spirit, who are in communion with 
Christ. In the flesh through Chrises human flesh, 
and through the Spirit of the Father, unrfced with the 
crowd of witnesses who surround us. 

Oh ! my brethren, dwell more on the communion 
in the Spirit of God ; dwell less on the endless sepa- 
rations created by the spirit of man ; and be assured, 
that those who receive this blessed sacrament in 
faith, trust, and humility, will thereby grow in 
grace -and in the Spirit of God. 

Just for a few moments meditate on the act im- 
mediately succeeding this commemorative supper. 
Jesus the man, as Son of Man, had shown forth the 
glory of God ; and then— oh ! wondrous sight — He, 
the King of Glory, in the guise of an humble ser- 
vant, washed His disciples’ feet. 

This is a subject for meditation ; a subject for 
much thought. 

After each act of communion, what should follow ? 
This, the perfect humility, and a remembrance of 
the command (i to love one another.” 

Oh ! my Mends, had each human being remem- 
bered this act and this command, the blessed supper 
— this commemoration . of the body and blood of 
Christ — -would never have become, as it has, the 
cause df warfare and separation, yea, the destruction, 
of Christ’s glorious work. 



Digitized by Google 




125 



Let ns never leave the holy table, or rise from 
our knees before His holy altar, without taking to 
heart those words, “ A new commandment I give 
unto you ; that ye love one another, as I have loved 
you.” 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 

Gospel of St. John — Chap, xix., 30. 

“ It is finished.” 

With those words closed our Saviour’s earthly 
life ; the words in themselves testify to a conclusion 
of one period or phrase ; the earthly phrase*. this 
time of human trial and suffering was ended. It 
had been hard, cruel, bitter to the flesh; and its 
terminating scene agreed with the whole foregoing 
life. In those last hours were collected every species 
of fleshly sorrow and misery ; there was pain, weari- 
ness, loneliness, the scene of betrayed friendship, 
the desolate feeling of abandonment in difficulties ; 
all these circumstances combined to make the last 
scene of that life most painful — to the full as painful 
to any hours spent thereafter by* any one of His 
suffering brethren. 

The human flesh and spirit keenly felt those 
sufferings ; but keenly as they were felt, that was 
not the cause of the Saviour’s bitter cry, before those 
words terminated the earthly life. He saw and felt 
the anguish of the pure and perfect spirit, who feels 
that God the Father’s face is hid, and in this the 
hour of extreme agony, He felt that the Father’s 
face shone not to Him. The sufferings of this 
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human man were the cause of this veil for a moment 
between God and man. This He suffered for His 
brethren, but as they never suffered, for now the 
face of God shines ever on humanity, and the face 
of the Saviour *is ever, as man, at the right hand 
of God. 

The Saviour, in the hour of extreme need, suffered, 
that man, in his hour of need, should have help ; 
should feel that in those dark hours One has gone 
before him and is with him, that the light of the 
Father’s face shines reflected on him, through the 
humanity of the Saviour. 

When those sufferings concluded, and the agony 
of darkness had passed, J esus knew that His worst, 
as man for man, was then concluded; that this 
agony was the last mortal struggle ; that in this 
last combat the fear of God’s forsaking man, this 
device of the Evil One, was overcome, and that the 
human redemption was complete. “ It is finished!” 
Man’s work was in that hour concluded, and 
humanity restored to God the Father. Oh ! my 
friends, this day is well called good, this day is 
truly the day of God ; God is good, and on this day 
was this good work concluded, on this day, when 
those words were spoken, was the power of Satan 
destroyed ; and did we dwell on this, did our 
thoughts ascend from the Cross to the Crown, did 
we believe that Satan’s power was broken, surely, 
oh ! surely, our lives would be more in conformity 
with that life suffered and led for us. We would 
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seek more that perfect submission and obedience to 
the Divine Will, we would live more as He lived, 
and seek more earnestly for the promised gift of the 
Holy Spirit. The earthly trouble and trials, the 
sorrows and vexations of our earthly life, would bo 
to us little, and easy to bear, in the light of His 
love ; with the help of the Father through Him, and 
to us the day of great sorrow may truly be great 
good, as we recollect that those who suffer with 
Christ shall be partakers of His kingdom. The 
Saviour’s human life and human sorrows are now 
ended; we have, in thought, travelled with Him, 
from the beginning of his public mission, which in 
the human flesh is now concluded. Let us now 
seek to walk as He walked, that when our life in 
this mortal frame is ended, we may, like the Saviour, 
say, “ The work thou hast given me is finished. 
Into thy hands 0 Lord I resign my spirit.” 

Let us now, in humility, draw near to that mangled 
form, and thank God for the gracious words uttered 
on the cross, by His Son, and join in the prayer for 
all who were then near Him, for all men now, 
“ Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” They knew not then — they know not now. 

Truly, oh! truly, the work was done, and poor 
blinded humanity would not know it. Pray, oh ! 
pray, that on this day the light may shine ; that this 
day called good may be good to all ; that the deaf 
ears may be unstopped, the hard hearts softened, and 
men may be saved. 
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EASTER EVE. 

The Apostles’ Creed — “ He descended into hell, the third day 
He rose again from the dead, and sitteth on the right hand 
of God, the Father Almighty ; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.’* 

He descended into hell, into hades, the place of 
spirits. Think of the love, the mighty love to fallen 
man, when the Prince of Peace, the Conqueror of 
Hell and the Grave, descended into the region He 
had died to save! 

Think you, His sacrifice could not avail to wash 
away all sin, think you that He was not mighty to 
save , He, the King of Righteousness. 

Have you ever confessed to yourself how degrading 
the idea that He could not put all things under His 
feet? 

Consider, He was the Son of God, He was the 
Word who spoke and it was done, who had been 
from the beginning and would be for ever, God, 
One with the Father, inscrutable mystery ! 

Where do you ever find explicitly stated that the 
soul after death passed under the dominion of 
Satan ? 

Where, in the Scripture, is the passage that 
warrants the idea of the Evil One carrying off to 
his mansion the souls that obeyed and loved him in 
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life ? Search, and see if any such idea is expressed 
in the inspired writings. 

You say, our Lord Himself speaks of outer dark- 
ness, of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, 
where their fire is not quenched, and their worm 
dieth not ; and well, indeed, might He speak with 
strong terms, of that miserable separation from all 
that was perfect, incomparably great, immeasurably 
beautiful and holy. He, who knew so well the 
mansions of joy, must have, more than any other, 
realised the misery of the mansions of the dark ones, 
who rejected light and said, “ Away with it, away 
with it ” 

Oh ! let us think much of his love t q all, and 
strive to understand better his agony both in the 
Garden and on the Cross, His passionate entreaty, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. ” 

Yet, to the place of sinful dark spirits He went, 
as soon as the victory was won. The apparently 
lifeless body lay in the grave, but the loving Spirit 
was engaged in another work, “ He preached to the 
spirits in darkness.” 

Not to the devils, the evil servants of Satan — no, 
not to them; their rejection .had become final, 
their doom was fixed; but to the spirits of men, 
who, with sins unrepented of, sins committed in 
ignorance of the Father and His divine love and 
laws, had passed from a mortality of sin to a 
spirituality of darkness. 
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We are not told that they repented, such know* 
ledge is not for us, such knowledge is too high and 
wonderful. Sublime as are the truths revealed, they 
fall dull on men’s ears; glorious as is the love 
revealed, men’s hearts remain hard, they see not, 
they hear not, neither will they believe though one 
rose from the dead. Therefore, there are mysteries 
veiled from the scared hearts, hidden from the dull 
eyes, kept from the deaf ears, lest, like swine having 
pearls cast before them, they should trample what 
was holy and pure in the mire of their own evil 
understandings, and render all bright and beautiful 
hopes of the future cloudy, by their foul breath, and 
so deter any from self-sacrifice, and a life agreeable 
to the example of Christ the King, by making sport 
of a fixture, the limits and boundaries of which 
appeared to them strictly defined. 

“ He rose again.” Again He rose to His own 
proper sphere, that pure region where God, the 
Mighty Father, is enthroned in light, where all is 
perfect purity, perfect love, perfect knowledge. 

But He shall come again ; yea, He shall come 
again to this weary, toil-worn, sin-stained earth, and 
for what ? To suffer again f No, but to judge. 
To judge the souls that are alive or quick in Him, 
and those who are dead, dark, and wilfully reject 
Him, even as they rejected Him when He came to 
suffer for them. 

The time of His coming may bo near, or it may 
be far distant, for k the times and seasons are veiled 
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in mystery ; but let us one and all watch, that the 
Master when He cometh may find us looking for 
Him, and confessing Him before men, that so He 
may acknowledge us for His, before the heavenly 
host who ever surround Him. — Amen and Amen. 
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